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The following posts were submitted to the Australian Government’s Australian Youth Forum online discussion topic on the draft Indigenous Education Action Plan.  A copy the discussion starter is at Attachment A together with a brief description on the role of the Australian Youth Forum.  
Marina - submitted 17/01/2010 

14 Votes

You can put kids in school but you cannot ensure they will stay there. I think one of the primary issues that need to be tackled is how to make school an environment that kids will want to be in. I am referring to the lack of Indigenous educators around Australia. Most teachers are non-Indigenous. Personally, if I was an Indigenous person and I was told to go into an average state school, I would feel marginalised in a condescending environment, different and like there's no one who can truly relate to me and understand my needs. By involving more Indigenous teachers into the education system, not only will this prove the government's intent to truly co-operate and work together with Indigenous people for the Indigenous cause, but it will make classrooms much more enticing in my opinion. 

Anthony - submitted 4/02/2010 

10 Votes

Canada has a university of first nations which focuses on education of the population as a whole in aboriginal cultures - whether students are aboriginal or not. They also ensure places for aboriginal students to become experts in fields of greatest need such as healthcare and education. We probably need to provide a similar avenue - an Australian university of first nations based on this model - it could even include a technical college. High schools could then offer pathways into these technical schools similar to TAFE that are focused upon vocational skills development and also offer courses in cultural understanding so that people will have more of an idea of what is important to modern aboriginal people instead of us assuming. I think that this would allow for aboriginal scholars to share the knowledge with the wider public where appropriate, and allow for a sense of pride in culture and educational achievement. Students might be more likely to want to study in an institution that provides a greater understanding of their background, and non-indigenous students that want to close the gap in their studies will be able to find out the best ways to become involved. An Australian university of first nations would perhaps even become a peak research body into aboriginal Australia, and hopefully student leaders of this university will be involved in state and federal politics and eventually lead to increase overall leadership representation.

Odette - submitted 9/02/2010 

10 Votes

I very much agree with the need for Indigenous teachers in schools. Programs to encourage Indigenous students to take a tertiary education path towards a career in teaching, at times when they would usually be deciding whether or not to continue with their education would combat not only the problem of Indigenous students not undertaking tertiary education, but would increase the number of Indigenous educators in schools in the near future. This would create a better school environment for Indigenous students as they would feel less marginalised by the absence of their culture in schools - further encouraging continuation with higher educational studies. This way, a cycle would develop that would improve the overall issue of Indigenous unemployment and lack of education, and would ensure that in the future, the ‘gap for Indigenous students in reading, writing and numeracy’ would begin to close. Another way to create a better school environment for Indigenous students would be the teaching of Indigenous language and culture to ALL school students. In doing this, Indigenous students would feel their culture and identity was part of the school environment as a whole, rather than something that sets them apart from the rest of the school population. Therefore, feeling more accepted within their educational community, they would be more likely to continue on the path of education. 

Mikaela - submitted 24/01/2010 

7 Votes

The other ideas mentioned are good, and I'd like to add to them. People need role models to look to, and having Aboriginal teachers in school would be a great way of providing young indigenous students someone to look up to.

Also, perhaps the government could consider free education materials for indigenous families. Things like exercise books, school bags and pens. These are only small things, but it makes a big difference for kids if they don't have decent materials to work with (or if they're embarrassed to go to school because their belongings aren't the same quality as other students').

Josh - submitted 18/01/2010 

6 Votes

i think that these ideas are all well and good, however i think that they are just a poor response to a feeling of manipulated guilt. i would feel that this would not bridge a gap between indigenous and non indigenous australias, i would feel that it would further it. I know all schools offer most of these programs and services to students as a whole, why then should we tailor a program specifically for indigenous students when they can tap into programs that the school already holds. i would feel that a better education of secondary teaching staff and admin towards indigenous students and their needs, and perhaps teaching workshops for those staff would be more beneficial in allowing Indigenous to become a part of an already set and existing school curriculam. Perhaps also offering a grant to Indigenous school leavers to study education themselves, to increase the intercultural education staff aspect, and fostering growth to indigenous in national education.

Miki - submitted 12/02/2010 

4 Votes

The Govt needs to address issues outside of education. Giving more scholarships etc isn't going to help - there are plenty around already for Indigenous students. They need to make schools a better place - where Aboriginal kids can speak their own languages and not get in trouble for it; where every single teacher treats Indigenous kids the same as non-Indigenous (including encouraging them and looking for the best in every student) and where Aboriginal culture and history is not a topic taught for a few weeks out of one year in our whole schooling life.

But OUTSIDE of education - the Govt should be working to improve EVERY aspect of Indigenous life. Ultimately you can throw as much money at this as you want, but until you improve everything - living standards, cultural awareness, health, etc - you don't have too much hope of really making any difference, because all these things are so intertwined.

And also (as already suggested here) why doesn't the Govt try asking Indigenous people, rather than coming up with all these ideas themselves? Why don't you visit the rural towns around the country, ones which are primarily Indigenous communities, and actually see how they live and ask THEM what they want the Govt to do. ASK THEM. 

(p.s though thanks for letting us have a say too! Hopefully you actually listen...)

Bec - submitted 1/02/2010 

3 Votes

As an Aboriginal person, sometimes it is the content of the classes that are hard to take. You don’t want to be in school. For example, whilst at school, I regularly skipped Science, and Society and Environment (SOSE). Both of these subjects taught a type of social Darwinist view that Aboriginal culture and knowledge was somehow 'primitive' and 'dying out' and not focusing on the good in Aboriginal society and culture. In SOSE, I remember being the only Aboriginal student in my class when we got to talking about Aboriginal deaths in custody. It was treated as an intellectual curiosity not a tragedy that has relevance for the people within the class. I was in a rural SA High school from 2000 to 2004. Both the system and the people in it need to change to address the issues in the engagement of ATSI youth within the educational system. 

Furthermore, the provision of scholarships to promising ATSI youth to elite urban private schools is a nice thing to do but it does not negate the responsibility of government to provide adequate education options for those children within in their communities. The provision of scholarships to promising ATSI youth to elite urban private schools is unrelated to the issues surrounding ATSI education as a whole. 

Bec - submitted 1/02/2010 

3 Votes

As an Aboriginal uni student I believe that there are still sometimes many institutional stereotypes within the school system that makes it hard to go to school. My apologies if I sound like I am winging but I think we need to get behind the rhetoric and have some concrete proposals. For me and my friends to go to school was seen to be 'becoming white'. This is taught to us in many ways such as being unable to study Aboriginal Studies up to SACE stage 2 level, being unable to study ATSI languages at school, and the discouragement of fluent speakers of Aboriginal languages in NT to speaking their languages in the classroom. There is also little room for the consideration of family responsibilities within the school system. For example, I had trouble to get time off school to go to the many funerals that I needed to attend due to the low life expectancy of Aboriginal people in my family. I was half an hour late for my yr 11 music exams cos' I was at my dad's funeral. My school thought I didn't need special provisions cos’ I was, as they put it, "high achieving" and didn't need a high score as I "would get into uni cos' [I was] Aboriginal". 

Olivia - submitted 5/02/2010 

2 Votes

Regardless of race or gender, generally students with a poor primary education consequently struggle more through secondary and higher education despite the amount of assistance. I acknowledge there are many positive points of this proposal. However, without basic numeracy and literacy skills developed in childhood, how can we ever expect a student to succeed in a university-level exam or assignment? Having come from a family of teachers and raised in a rural community, I am disappointed to see that basic primary education appears to be a latter priority in the proposal. The logical action to closing any gaps appears to me as obvious; Targeting the roots of the education system and aiding younger generations will give these children the opportunity to succeed later in education, rather than having to catch up. Not only may they be more confident and proficient with their studies, it could even eventually hinder the need for assistance later on in life. 

 Marie - submitted 24/01/2010 

2 Votes

Teachers need to be trained within the Aboriginal/TSI community context to properly understand values and preferred ways of relating. Being taught "culture" by an up-front educator, in a school setting is inadequate as the best way to learn is to observe communication between community members. For example, use of "indigenous" is disliked by some Aboriginal people. Greater awareness of the effects of language used is important. From my experience, Aboriginal students achieve most when in an environment that is relaxed as well as motivating; the best form of motivation being a sense of the immediacy of purpose and community relevance of tasks undertaken.

Anonymous - submitted 22/01/2010 

2 Votes

Schools need to be a place that identify and embrace the varying ways students learn. Whether this be hands on styles of learning or more academically focused. Schools should be flexible in their educational delivery, with choice and opportunity in the curriculum. My experience as a student and then as a young person returning to learning after some absence exposed me to schools who were very proactive and flexible in their service delivery and those who were totally inflexible. As a young person we are forced to spend a great deal of time at school, so if it is an unpleasant experience, we miss out on so much that has an impact later in our life. Added to this mix is cultural diversity. There are many programs that showcase good practice models, that embrace diversity of all kinds, different learning styles and identify the need that student well being also impacts on school performance. Until there is uniformity and leadership from our Education Departments about a need to have a certain number of diversity, well being and flexible learning programs - schools and particularly principals can still dictate what will happen in their school. It is unfortunate that in a system that allows principals this choice, many of these best practice models are not even considered. Leadership on these challenges, with indigenous experiences playing its important part; need to embrace a much bigger picture of reform in our state education systems. 

Semara - submitted 10/02/2010 

2 Votes

Indigenous education is an issue that cannot be fixed with a simple answer. In order to fix all that has occurred you are going to need a number of different strategies. Firstly let’s start with the teachers. In education Queensland I know that they offer a small cross cultural awareness to teachers that are going to teach in a remote community, they offer it to graduating teachers from James Cook University and I think a couple of other places. This is effective in that it brings awareness to these teachers. But it is not enough. these only last an hour and a half. How are you meant to fit 230 years of history in that session? Teachers need to understand that today’s kids are the results of the generational impact of colonisation. This needs to be addressed. Secondly, teachers have such low expectations of indigenous students that the students simply reach that expectation but don’t exceed it. If we change the expectations of the teachers then we can change the out comes. Perhaps this needs to be drilled into our teachers from day one of their teacher education. And my last top three things to do is to start educating our kids before they have to go to school. That is by educating our parents to read to their kids and teach them literacy and numeracy. This is only the beginning. More needs to be done. But this is a start. Good luck.

Matthew - submitted 8/02/2010 

1 Vote

I believe that because of the cultural divide that extends to world view and family/kinship constructs, Indigenous education will continue to fail unless their is a dedicated/ flexible framework for which to create content, delivery methods and measures for success that will tie in with Indigenous values and interests. This extends beyond bi-lingual education into the very reason for education. If they aren't showing up, its for a reason. Most remote Indigenous youth who are tied close with culture respect dearly their cultural laws. Tie education in with this, show respect and provide a role for the adults within the community as experts in language and content development and you have a sure fire winner on your hands. I'm looking at doing it as a Masters project (development of an Indigneous education framework) and think that a good programme with structure and system development, staff training could occur to a operational level within 4 years from beginning. What are peoples thoughts? 

Brendan Fugate - submitted 1/02/2010 

1 Vote

It is great that we are finally getting real about changing this however how many indigenous students are participating in choosing their own future? just a point of conversation. also perhaps more investment in showing role models, success stories, etc can be more beneficial than giving those students another test, or more school it would be really great if aboriginal students dreams could be realized as often as those from the city, this would help encourage dreaming big thx for reading this

Matt - submitted 27/01/2010 

1 Vote

This idea starts off as retrospective thought, in that the best ideas are often solutions to an underlying problem rather than a symptom. My idea is that we maintain strength in 'seeing' what good there is out there in the community, and within people and measure success not so much by what will happen but what is happening. Often engagement or participation is a first step and legitimate enough an achievement as the overarching long term goal. We often become dismayed by 'not achieving' something quickly as we have become accustomed to in today’s world, much akin to a University assignment where we spend many days toiling over words and books to have nothing substantial, but in a matter of hours turning this into tangible evidence of success ad learning.

The flood gate will have seemed to have opened on Indigenous education in a small matter of time given the vast resources and ever increasing representation of Indigenous young people not only in volume but the spread of representation across career fields and industries. Through boxing and labelling we have become too scared as a public to believe in something and we have mastered a trait of 'non-ness', the art of being arbitrary and neutral that leaves us prostrate. Seeing is believing afterall. Lets start seeing the acheivements for what they are whilst not forgetting the bigger picture. It is only when we forget that a step is a step that we forget to the reach for the top.

Liam - submitted 15/02/2010 

No Votes

Just had a few ideas that could greatly enrich the quality of not just education but also the quality of discussion surrounding the issue.

The government needs to subsidize school equipment (bags, stationary, books, textbooks) for students who cannot afford them.

Parents of indigenous children in rural communities needs to be made aware of the role they should be playing in the education of their child. It is one thing for the government to spend money on teacher training, materials and school buildings but if the children aren't staying in school then it will be for nothing. Perhaps an incentives-based system for families with children enrolled in school could be useful here?

The government needs to set up a program to filter teachers into indigenous schools for a short time as part of their teaching training. This would mean simply involving young trainee teachers in teaching rounds in rural schools for, say, 2 weeks in order to give them an insight into how these schools are run and the improvements that need to be made. Obviously 2 weeks is quite short but given the current time restraints placed on Education students it is difficult to see how a 4-5 week teaching round would be viable. More discussion is need on this point of course.
Scholarships for indigenous children to entice them down the path of the teaching profession would be a huge leap forward. Providing young indigenous children with a positive role model would definitely boost moral. 

ev - submitted 18/02/2010 

0 - Votes

I believe that there should be more education about the Indiginous Australians. When I was younger, I went to a school which had a large population of Indiginous Australians, and we were constantly taught about their ways and embraced their unique ways unconciously. I believe society's attitude towards Indiginous Australians need to be changed, and that is the way that this system will work the best. Education into both sides of the story of what an Australian is needs to be taught in the early stages of schooling, and I believe in doing this there will be much more equality, and everyone, not just Indiginous Australians, will have a well-rounded education. Coming from a non- "Australian" background myself, I understand first hand how jsut by your looks you can be seen as an outsider, and from a very young age I had to learn what a true Australian is, and I try to explain to people that I am just as Australian as them, but no one can be as Australian as the Indeginous Australians, but no one seems to understand that. The story needs to be set straight.

Ev - submitted 18/02/2010 

0 - Votes

I believe that ultumately the vote should go towards the Indiginous Australians. Realistically, how many Indiginous Australians sit in Parliment anyway? It is going to affect them, so they should have the final say, rather than the Government deciding. I believe that the education idea is fair enough, but (no offence), the way it has been outlined makes it appear that Indiginous Australians are mainly capable of apprentiships, rather than university. I believe that this system should not be soley based on Indiginous Australians, but all Australians that may not have the means to have a good education. The way this legislation has been presented puts Indiginous Australians in a box, which is not fair, and is not bridging the gap. 

ATTACHMENT A

Discussion Topic Stater

On 13 February 2008, the Prime Minister, the Hon Kevin Rudd MP, said “sorry” to the stolen generations on behalf of the nation.  The Apology was about acknowledging past wrongdoings as a foundation to moving forward together.

If we are to move forward, we must address the gap between the life opportunities of Indigenous Australians and those of other Australians. The challenge before us is to work together to close those gaps. 

The Prime Minister, Premiers and Chief Ministers came together as the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) and agreed six targets which are now embedded in national agreements.  They are:

· closing the life expectancy gap within a generation 

· halving the gap in mortality rates for Indigenous children under five within a decade 

· ensuring all Indigenous four years olds in remote communities have access to early childhood education within five years 

· halving the gap for Indigenous students in reading, writing and numeracy within a decade 

· halving the gap for Indigenous students in Year 12 attainment or equivalent attainment rates by 2020 

· halving the gap in employment outcomes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians within a decade. 

To contribute to the national effort to achieve these targets, Australia’s Education Ministers have recently released a draft Indigenous Education Action Plan for public comment.  Ministers want your comments to ensure they agree on the best plan of action possible to close the gaps in early childhood and school education outcomes.

The draft plan lists a range of actions under six domains of activity that evidence suggests will make the most difference.  The Australian Youth Forum can offer their advice across each of these actions, but you may be particularly interested in what is included under the Pathways to real post school options domain.  Seven areas of national collaboration have been suggested in the draft plan.  They are:

· The Ministerial Council for Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs (MCEECDYA) will seek advice from Indigenous education consultative bodies, the Indigenous Higher Education Advisory Council, Universities Australia and other strategic stakeholders to increase the number of Indigenous students who make a successful transition to university in conjunction with new national reforms to increase Indigenous participation in higher education. 

· MCEECDYA will request that the Ministerial Council on Tertiary Education and Employment develop a companion document to the Indigenous Education Action Plan that outlines actions to close the gap in training, university and employment outcomes. This companion document would improve links between the school sector and the training, tertiary education and employment services sectors. 

· Secondary schools will provide innovative and tailored learning opportunities, mentoring and targeted case management strategies to increase the retention of Indigenous students to Year 12. 

· Secondary schools will provide pathways and improved access to school-based accredited training, including traineeships and apprenticeships, for Indigenous students in years 10-12. 

· Secondary schools will provide case management for Indigenous students undertaking school-based traineeships and link them to employment services. 

· Secondary schools will provide access to career services for Indigenous students and their families to support informed career and study choices. 

· Secondary schools will maximise opportunities for Indigenous students under School Business Community Partnerships to extend learning beyond the classroom, increase student engagement, deepen learning experiences and improve educational outcomes. 

Do you think these actions can make a difference?

Are there other actions in this “pathways” domain that you think are important for Ministers to consider?

Do have other advice that you feel might strengthen the Action Plan?

The Australian Youth Forum 
The Australian Youth Forum (AYF) is the formal communication channel between the Australian Government (the Government), young people (aged 15–24) and the youth sector. It provides young people the chance to be directly involved in developing, shaping and influencing government policies by contributing their ideas and a youth perspective on important current issues. 

The AYF engages with young people through a range of activities, including the AYF website, which provides an avenue for discussion on specific issues of interest to young people and the Government.
