Hello Sir / Madam, 

Please find our association's feedback on the Indigenous Action Plan.  One of our Executive Councillors working in an Indigenous P-10/12 setting, put together this feedback.  Hence I believe it to be very authentic & useful.  

I apologise for this late response.  I work in a school & we've all been extremely busy since 21 January!  Please let me know what you think of this feedback.

FEEDBACK FROM THE P-10/12 ASSOCIATION: 
· Obviously some great things mentioned in the plan e.g. readiness to school, engagement and connections, attendance, literacy and numeracy, leadership, quality teaching and workforce development and pathways to real post school options which all contribute to improve results for indigenous students. 
· However, I do have to be critical because to be able to close the gap, it is about everyone taking notice and begin to own the problem because this why we have a gap in the first place. Teaching indigenous students in mainstream, regional and rural areas is difficult; however, teaching 100% indigenous students in remote and isolated area is even more challenging. 
· Nothing is said in the document about the huge culture differences, the challenge around alcohol and drugs, the lack of services, industries and employment, lack of medical access which all contributes to low attendance, disengaged indigenous students and lack of understanding between school and community. 
· I had to wonder why only mentioned NAPLAN in literacy and numeracy, and not a word about Australian Standard English, which is what we would like our indigenous students to speak at school and in the work place. I didn’t pick up the word English as a Second Language, home or traditional language. I believe that in most communities or rural schools, if teachers don’t know how to teach ESL students then it would be difficult to teach literacy due to this barrier. 
· Overall, the document fit our current situation and the policies that we have in place. I believe to make a difference in closing the gap, you need to enjoy and be passionate about what you are doing, it’s about building relationships with children, parents and community, it’s about not making any judgment – instead focus on the kids, raise the bar and reinforce high expectations. Really it’s not rocket science because this is the stuff that I would expect any educator to do in any other area or community. 
Kind regards 

SHAUN KANOWSKI 
Principal, Allora State School Prep - Year 10 

