Queensland Indigenous Languages Advisory Committee 

Response to the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010-2014  

The Queensland Indigenous Languages Advisory Committee would like to submit the following comments in regard to the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010-2014  

We note that the teaching of Indigenous languages in schools is all but overlooked in the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan and would like to draw your attention to a number of key Government Reports and Policy Documents which would indicate that this oversight must be corrected. 

Foremost and most recently produced is the 

National Indigenous Languages Policy – August 2009.

“Objectives

3 Working with Languages to Close the Gap: In areas where Indigenous languages are being spoken fully and passed on, making sure that government recognises and works with these languages in its agenda to Close the Gap. 

5 Supporting Indigenous Language Programs in Schools: To support and maintain the teaching and learning of Indigenous languages in Australian schools.

5 Supporting Indigenous Language Programs in Schools 
a. The Government recently commissioned the Indigenous Language Programs in Australian Schools – A Way Forward report, which revealed that between 2006 and 2007 over 16,000 Indigenous students and 13,000 non-Indigenous students located in 260 Australian schools were involved in Indigenous language programs, covering over 80 different Indigenous languages.

b. Significant funding for languages education is being provided to the states and territories through the National Education Agreement for languages, allowing jurisdictions flexibility to determine how funding is allocated.  Funding can be used to support and maintain Indigenous language programs operating in government schools.

c. $56.4 million is also being provided over 2009 to 2012 through the Schools Assistance Act 2008 to support the teaching of languages, including Australian Indigenous languages, in non-government schools.

d. Several jurisdictions are currently establishing programs to strengthen the teaching and learning of Indigenous languages in schools, including a proposal by New South Wales to develop national senior secondary Indigenous languages courses. “

The development of these directives follows previous Government recommendations as follow:

From the Plan for Languages Education in Australian Schools 2005–2008:
http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/languageeducation_file.pdf - pg. 13

- Explore how to provide teacher preparation courses for Australian Indigenous Languages and for after hours 

  ethnic/community languages schooling.

- Identify strategies to recognise and support speakers of Australian Indigenous Languages involved in school 

  languages programs.

 From the National Goals for Indigenous Education – May 2008:

http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/indigenous_education/policy_issues_reviews/national_goals_for_indigenous_education.htm

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Policy forms the foundation of all Indigenous education programmes. The policy has been endorsed by the Australian Government, as well as all State and Territory governments.

 National Goals for Indigenous Education

17. To develop programs to support the maintenance and continued use of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

      Languages.

From the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Policy (AEP):

http://www.dest.gov.au/archive/schools/indigenous/aep.htm

MAJOR GOAL 4 – Equitable and Appropriate Educational Outcomes
	17.
	To develop programs to support the maintenance and continued use of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages.




QILAC would like to make the following points in support of the above recommendations. 

The teaching of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural studies is in the process of becoming embedded in curriculum in all states and territories, underpinned by the work of the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority. 
This will ensure that all young Australians have the opportunity to learn about, acknowledge and respect the language and culture of Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders. Language is central to and indeed the founding component of Indigenous cultural knowledge and as such the teaching of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages, where deemed appropriate and timely by the community will provide the most effective strategy to implement appropriately drafted language and cultural studies through the Australian schooling systems. 

Having Indigenous students access studies of and in their own languages will improve attendance and educational outcomes; begin to redress the imbalances that exist in the quality of educational services provided to Indigenous people and through inclusion of non Indigenous students where appropriate, enhance reconciliation and mainstream appreciation of the richness and diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage. 

Recommendation. 

That appropriate consultation with Indigenous organisations, Indigenous education groups and Indigenous language specialists be undertaken to develop a strategy for the teaching and learning of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages in Australian schools.

The Queensland Indigenous Languages Advisory Committee will be pleased to consult on the development of such a strategy. 

The Queensland Indigenous Languages Advisory Committee is a representative group formed by language centre personnel, linguists and experienced community language workers, operating as a state –wide body to advocate for Indigenous languages.

QILAC is funded by the Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. 
