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Response to Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010 – Public Comment

Foundation principles of Catholic Education are:

Human beings are created in the image and likeness of God and are called to demonstrate reverence for self, others and the created world.

Christian parents, as the first educators of their children, have a duty to provide their children with the guidance, love and support necessary to live a fully Christian life.

The Catholic school sets out to be a special place where the dignity and well being of each human person is respected and promoted.  These basic goals are at the heart of Christ’s teachings which is the foundation of the Catholic tradition.

We recognise the work of  each State and Territory Catholic Commissions in their own jurisdictions with relevant education authorities.  The individual jurisdictions will have priority targets and strategic directions.

In this context we make the following comments:

We recognise that:

· Indigenous Education is provided in a variety of urban, provincial, remote and very remote settings;
· equity should be provided in each setting for infrastructure and resources to support parents in their right and responsibility to be the primary educators of their children;
· cultural appropriateness should be a priority requirement of programs;
· first language learning is appropriate;
· priority should be given to cultural orientation of staff and cultural understanding is critical;
· provision of programs for staff such as ESL and TESOL should be compulsory and accessible;
· there should be provision of well-trained and formed Indigenous Liaison officers in each setting;

· there should be provision of adult education in remote settings that enables teachers to engage the adult community and reflect a valuing of schools;
· all Government services should have mandatory coordination at each site; and
· we must be able to guarantee pathways to employment for the gap to be closed.  The valuing of education including relevant and appropriate curriculum has to happen to improve attendance and the valuing of schooling.

The Working Group papers of the 26/2/2010 accurately identify key discussions in Point 9.

