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The decision of the Northern Territory Government to abolish effective bilingual education and replace it with English only for the first four hours of school each day in Indigenous communities is a serious mistake. The bilingual approach is supported by research and has been adopted internationally . Why are we in Australia discontinuing it?

    I am a retired schoolteacher with experience in teaching non-English-speaking migrants in their very early years in the classroom. I found that those students who were literate in their own language found it easier to deal with English than those who were not.

    The employment of trained bilingual Indigenous teachers – and training of more as necessary -- would surely help to strengthen and empower both students and teachers. It would give the students reassurance and confidence in the educational process, help to preserve languages and cultures and, most of all, show  proper respect for what is obviously so important for Indigenous Australians.

    It is not relevant to say education is a State matter. The Federal Government did not hesitate to continue with the Intervention in the Northern Territory. Surely good educational practice should play an important role in improving and safeguarding the future for young Indigenous Australians and therefore should be an important part of the policy in Indigenous communities. 

                         _____________________________

From    Noelleen  WARD                   27 February 2010 

