Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft action plan.

I believe, from the humble amount of knowledge I have about Indigenous culture and spirituality that there is a key aspect to this plan that is absent.  This includes a recognition that the spiritual development of each Indigenous child and young person is appropriately nurtured and supported.  I can see that the early years and school settings/environments have a key role to play here which would be valuable to explore with Indigenous people directly. 

Culturally inclusive early childhood and education programs need to also address the spiritual development as well as the social, physical and mental development of Indigenous children and young people.

It is critical that there is further meaningful engagement and discussions with Indigenous people regarding how this is best reflected and nurtured in the early years and school settings/environments and consequently what actions need to be reflected in this plan to reflect the aspirations of Indigenous families and communities.

I look forward to your response including the next steps to address this.  It would be of benefit to outline the engagement strategy that will be supporting the Action Plan at both a national and state/jurisdictional level.

All Indigenous people need to be in a position where they are empowered to meaningfully participate in the development of this action plan so they can provide an informed perspective as to where the spiritual development of their children sits in the context of the early years and education and work in partnership with you to own the plan and realise the vision for their children

Many thanks

Louise Keramaris

