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Trish Wood






                   5th March 2010

Executive Officer/Project Manager

MCEECDYA Reference Group on Indigenous Education

Department of Education

151 Royal St

EAST PERTH WA 6004

patricia.wood@det.wa.edu.au
Dear members of the Reference Group on Indigenous Education for the Ministerial Council for Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs (MCEEDYA).

We wish to make the following submission in regards to the draft Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010-2014, on behalf of the Koori Occupational Therapy Scheme.

The Koori OT Scheme aims to contribute to strategies to: improve Indigenous health through advocating for culturally competent occupational therapy services; increase the representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the OT profession; and improve access to OT services by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their communities.

We endorse the detailed submission from the Close the Gap Steering Committee and wish to add the further recommendations:

Under Literacy and numeracy: p14 Systemic and school-level action

Addition to pt 25:

Involve, and adequately resource, allied health professionals (such as occupational therapists, speech pathologists and psychologists) to work with students to improve their school skills, as well as with students with physical, sensory or cognitive impairments and to advise their kindergarten and school teachers.

Refer to:

The School Readiness of Australian Indigenous Children: A Review of the Literature (May 2008)

Nick McTurk, Georgie Nutton, Tess Lea, Gary Robinson, Jonathan Carapetis 

Menzies School of Health Research and School for Social and Policy Research
And particularly: 

	Evaluating a school skills programme for Australian Indigenous children: a pilot study

	Jessica McGarrigle , Alison Nelson
Occupational Therapy International, Jan 2006

Under Pathways to real post-school options: p18 Systemic and school-level action

Addition to pt 41:

Seek mentoring of students expressing an interest in a health career by local health professionals.

Addition to pt 45:

Foster the development of School Health Community partnerships

 


We would be pleased to discuss these recommendations with the Reference Group.

Yours sincerely,

Kelli McIntosh



Lin Oke

Chair





Deputy Chair
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