20/02/2010

Friends of Bilingual Learning

PO Box 633

Nightcliff NT 0814
IEAP Consultation
MCEECDYA 
PO Box 202 
Carlton South VIC 3053
To the MCEECDYA

RE: A Submission to the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan

We strongly support the Commonwealth Government’s initiative in tackling the issue of Indigenous Education throughout Australia. However in reading the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan it seems evident that teaching in Indigenous languages is not considered part of the national solution. The supporters of this letter strongly advise that teaching in indigenous languages (bilingual/ multilingual education) is essential in the first years of schooling for many indigenous children.  Otherwise these children will not understand what is happening in the classroom, and will fail to learn English well enough to learn to read and write in English. This point is increasingly important considering that remote schools from Queensland, Western Australia, South Australia and particularly the Northern Territory (NT) will become ‘Focus Schools’ according to the documents criteria.  

Children from many remote schools, especially in the NT, speak language/s other than English at home and in their community, and therefore require early education in these indigenous languages while they begin to learn English. As children develop competence in English, learning in other areas can then be conducted in English. This bilingual/multilingual education (MLE)  model is overwhelmingly supported as the leading approach in education of indigenous language speakers. This is evidenced by research from within Australia and around the world, and is summarised in the included booklet by Charles Grimes (‘Indigenous Languages in Education: What the Research Actually Shows,’ AuSIL, 2009).
In view of this body of research we, the undersigned and supporters, believe that national, state, and territory policies and practices should include multilingual education as its priority aspiration for schooling in remote indigenous communities within Australia where standard English is not the first language of the children. 

If indigenous languages are not given recognition within constructive MLE programs for remote indigenous schools then the Indigenous Education Action Plan is: 
· not in the best interests of people from remote indigenous communities; 
· not supported by the research; 
· not going to result in improved performance in speaking, reading, or writing- either standard English or indigenous heritage languages; 
·  not going to help mainstream educators understand how to be more effective in teaching indigenous students who are not native speakers of standard English;
· not informed by what is considered to be ‘best practice’ in the growing fields of MLE, creoles in education, language documentation, and other fields directly related to the issue; 
· not informed by the rights of indigenous peoples, particularly articles 13 & 14 documented in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, of which Australia is a signatory; 
· not going to achieve positive outcomes in education; 
· not heeding recommendations to all levels of government, and especially the NT government, by informed experts over many years.
We further believe the research shows that policies and practices which are ‘English only’ in nature subsequently have the very real potential for:
· contributing to higher dropout and repetition rates, so undermining the goal of achieving education for all; 
· contributing to lower levels of competency in literacy and numeracy; 
· contributing to a sense of lower self-worth, inadequacy, marginalisation, and ultimately increased anti-social behaviour; 
· contributing to lower levels of competency in standard English, thus working against the action plans goal of helping indigenous students improve their English; 
· contributing to the continuation of non-productive practices by mainstream teachers of students for whom standard English is not the primary language spoken at home;
· contributing to the death of many of the remaining indigenous ‘living’ languages which must be a matter of concern for all Australians; 
· significantly contributing to the disempowerment of indigenous teachers.       
Consequently, we believe that indigenous-languages-in-education must be an aspect addressed in the ‘Indigenous Education Action Plan’ in such a fashion that MLE programs are developed for indigenous children whose first language is not standard English. We believe all indigenous education policy must be informed by current research, and by Articles 13 and 14 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to which Australia is a signatory.  Furthermore, future government policy must be formulated through meaningful and respectful consultation with relevant stakeholders, such as leaders of indigenous communities, indigenous teachers and parents, non-government organisations, and MLE experts who have consistently voiced their support for well designed and well implemented MLE programs.  
Finally , although it is not subject material for this consultation, it should be noted that several of the professional and organisational supporters below have written letters, made submissions, organised public forums on indigenous languages in education, or sought audiences with the NT Chief Minister, the NT Minister for Education, and the NT CEO of Education on this issue, and have felt their concerns were dismissed without reasonable justification and without producing the evidence to support the current position of the NT Government to dismantle the bilingual/ two way  programme for remote indigenous schools. We have therefore taken what may well be our last opportunity to present these concerns in the hope that the MCEECDYA can make crucial changes to meet the needs of indigenous children who do not speak English as a first language, and consequently enable these children to have equal access to education.
 Sincerely

Kendall Trudgen

On Behalf of Friends of Bilingual Learning

And with the support of:
Beth Graham, M.Ed FACE

bethgraham@netspace.net.au
PO Box161,  Clifton Hill,  Vic 3068

0409134507

John Greatorex 
Coordintor Yolngu Languages and Culture
School of Australian Indigenous Knowledge Systems
Charles Darwin University,  Darwin,  NT 0909,   Australia
Ph:  08 89 466 983

(Adjunct) Prof. Charles E. Grimes, PhD

Affiliation: 1) Australian Society for Indigenous Languages, Inc., Darwin
2) Dept. of Linguistics, Research School of Pacific & Asian Studies, Australian National University, Canberra

Contact email: chuck_grimes@sil.org 
Brian Devlin

Associate Professor, Bilingual Education & Applied Linguistics,
School of Education
Faculty of Education, Health and Science,
Charles Darwin University
Darwin NT 0909 Australia
Phone: +618 8946 6103
Fax: +618 8946 6151

Jeff Siegal, BA (C'nell), MA (Hawaii), Dip Hindi (Delhi), PhD (ANU)

Adjunct Professor in Linguistics

University of New England

Armidale, NSW 2351

jsiegel@une.edu.au
(02) 6773 3203
JANE SIMPSON, Associate Professor and Chair of Department 
Linguistics and Arts 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY
NSW  2006
T +61 2 9351 3655   F+61 2 9351 7572  M +61 427 622 428      

Leon J. White OAM
TPTC, TPACTC, GDIESE, MEd
Territory educator since 1970.
Principal of NT Indigenous Schools 1991 to 2006.
Current carer and grandparent of current NT students in a remote Indigenous community that desires Federal and NT Government support for quality Multi-lingual Education (MLE) programs.
Current researcher into community-based teacher education in remote Indigenous communities in the NT.
Current address:
43 Webb Way,
Yirrkala NT 0881

Richard Trudgen author of “Why Warriors Lie Down and Die” and Educator on Yolngu Radio

Nhulunbuy 
Office: 08 89871664
Fax:08 8987 3912 
richard.trudgen@ards.com.au 
Web: www.whywarriors.com.au
Unions NT

President: Heinz Schmitt [ nteunt@iinet.net.au ]
Secretary: Matthew Gardiner

1st Floor 38 Woods Street Darwin NT 0800
GPO box 1833 Darwin NT 0801
e-mail: nttlc@octa4.net.au
telephone: 08 8941 0001 
fax: 08 8981 3947


Grace Hooper

AEU- NT -Executive (Darwin Representative)

Unit 3, 8 Totem Rd,
Coconut Grove,
Darwin NT 0810
TELEPHONE: (08) 8948 5399
FAX: (08) 8948 2577
Melanie Baldwin 

AEU - Barkly Shire Rep.

Therese Carr
BAhons, DipEd (ESL), MA
Doctoral Student Researcher, University of Melbourne: child language development in an NT community
Linguist working on language documentation, indigenous language worker training, language maintenance and revitalization projects in the Kimberley, WA and in NT since 1987, including 6 years experience in an NT bilingual (revitalization) programme

Greg Dickson, PhD candidate in linguistics (ANU)

PO Box 2468

Katherine NT 0852

Ph: 8971 0207 / 0427 391 153

Email: munanga@bigpond.com
Glenda Shopen
PhD Student/Tutor in Language and Culture & Intercultural Communication

Research Centre for Languages and Cultures
School of Communication, International Studies and Languages
Room A1.36, Magill Campus
Tel: +618 8302 4853
Fax: +618 8302 4745
www.glenda.shopen@unisa.edu.au
Annie Moloney-Muir, B.A. Anthropology (Hons)
Native Title Anthropologist for the South West Aboriginal Land & Sea Council
anniemuir82@gmail.com
Ph: (08) 9140 2272
(m) 0424 695 798

Frank Baarda, Involved in the Yuendumu bi-lingual programme since its inception as a non-indigenous parent (and now grandparent)

Manager
Yuendumu Mining Co. N/L
Ph: 08)89564040

Fx: 08)89564059

Wendy Baada, M.Ed.

Employee of Yuendumu School (bi-lingual program) from 1973 to 2002
wendybaarda@gmail.com.

Teresa Ward, Teacher Linguist

OLSH Thamarrurr Catholic School

Wadeye, NT 0822

 Patricia Joy

Teacher, NT

Experience teaching in bilingual/remote contexts NT and have ESL qualifications

Sally Baker M. Early Childhood    

PH: 042 317 6552

