About the Eastern States Indigenous Languages Working Group.
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010-2014.

The Eastern States Indigenous Languages Working Group would be pleased to consult on the drafting of appropriate strategies for the implementation of Indigenous languages education in schools. 
The ESILWG was directly involved in consultations for the Government’s commitment to the National Indigenous Languages Policy, is currently consulting with ACARA on the National Indigenous Languages Framework for the National Languages Curriculum, and will be taking part in the consultations for the National Plan for Languages Education in Australian Schools 2009-2012. 
About the Eastern States Indigenous Languages Working Group.
Eastern States Indigenous Languages Working Group is comprised of experienced Indigenous community language representatives from Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. It was established to identify and address issues common to Eastern Australian language communities, these being the areas of country which were the earliest and most heavily colonised.  The working group aims to set priorities and aid assessment of the most efficient approaches to be taken in developing effective language education programs and to support implementation of these programs within National and State education systems. The ESILWG is funded by the Dept. of Environment Water Heritage and the Arts. 

Regards

Faith Baisden

Coordinator

Eastern States Indigenous Languages Working Group.

Response to the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010-2014 

Eastern States Indigenous Languages Working Group.

The Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010-2014 fails to acknowledge or make meaningful reference to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages as it should do in the following contexts:

· As a most pivotal component of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture, 
· As a key social factor influencing the educational challenges facing many Indigenous children,
· As a gateway to improved engagement with and benefits from mainstream education, through the implementation of well resourced and supported school based Indigenous language teaching programs. These programs are developed and implemented in partnership with Indigenous communities.  

The Draft Indigenous Education Action  Plan makes the following reference in the section titled National Collaborative Action, at point 10. 

As part of a National Strategy for Indigenous Languages, a study will be commissioned into the feasibility of a national panel of experts framing the teaching of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages and considering how out-of-school schemes might work. 

The ESILWG would draw your attention to the following points of the 2009 National Indigenous Languages Policy 

“Objectives 3 to 5

1. Working with Languages to Close the Gap: In areas where Indigenous languages are being spoken fully and passed on, making sure that government recognises and works with these languages in its agenda to Close the Gap. 

2. Strengthening Pride in Identity and Culture: To restore the use of rarely spoken or unspoken Indigenous languages to the extent that the current language environment allows. 

3. Supporting Indigenous Language Programs in Schools: To support and maintain the teaching and learning of Indigenous languages in Australian schools.

1. Supporting Indigenous Language Programs in Schools 
· The Government recently commissioned the Indigenous Language Programs in Australian Schools – A Way Forward report, which revealed that between 2006 and 2007 over 16,000 Indigenous students and 13,000 non-Indigenous students located in 260 Australian schools were involved in Indigenous language programs, covering over 80 different Indigenous languages.

· Significant funding for languages education is being provided to the states and territories through the National Education Agreement for languages, allowing jurisdictions flexibility to determine how funding is allocated.  Funding can be used to support and maintain Indigenous language programs operating in government schools.

· $56.4 million is also being provided over 2009 to 2012 through the Schools Assistance Act 2008 to support the teaching of languages, including Australian Indigenous languages, in non-government schools.

· Several jurisdictions are currently establishing programs to strengthen the teaching and learning of Indigenous languages in schools, including a proposal by New South Wales to develop national senior secondary Indigenous languages courses. 

Indigenous languages and literacy and numeracy

· The Government is committed to languages education and recognises the important role that Indigenous language learning plays in some schools, particularly bilingual schools. 

National curriculum

· The National curriculum is being developed by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority, initially in English, mathematics, science and history. A second phase of subject areas will be developed in languages, geography and the arts.

· Indigenous perspectives will be written into the National Curriculum to ensure that all young Australians have the opportunity to learn about, acknowledge and respect the language and culture of Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders. “

It is puzzling that there is an apparent lack of coordination in the direction and objectives of three major national Education initiatives. 

These are: 

- 
ACARA which is currently engaged in a broad consultative process to inform the development of a national curriculum for the teaching of Indigenous Languages;  

- 
the National Plan for Languages Education in Australian Schools, 2009–2012, which will provide the opportunity to review the approach taken to Indigenous language teaching in Australia and 

- 
the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan 2010-2014 which makes virtually no reference to Indigenous language teaching and makes no mention of the comprehensive Indigenous language curriculum development and implementation taking place in a number of states around Australia. 

The Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan also fails to address the crucial issue of providing ESL Indigenous students with appropriate teaching and resources in the earliest stages of their school experience. Quite simply, children need to have resources available to let them learn to read in the language they use at home, if they are to achieve at a comparable rate to English speaking primary students. To ignore this point is to continue to compound the problems faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in remote areas. From day one, these children are ‘set up to fail’ at school. 

Recommended inclusions. 

It is abundantly clear that the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan provides the opportunity for the implementation of an appropriately resourced national strategy supporting the areas of teacher employment and training; curriculum support, resourcing and community engagement in program development.  

These programs should be based on best practice language teaching pedagogy, while also being consistent with the wishes and input of indigenous communities with whom the programs will be developed. It should reach across all education sectors including University and TAFEs. 

The strategy should dovetail with the Framework for Indigenous Languages Teaching being developed by ACARA and should be made available for schools and communities to access at a time deemed suitable by the individual communities. This will vary widely throughout different parts of the country according to the strength of individual languages and the stage of involvement of each community in language revitalisation or maintenance programs. 

The National Indigenous Languages policy shows that the Government has acknowledged the parlous state of Australia’s indigenous languages and also recognises that the education sectors offer significant means by which schools and communities can work to reclaim or revitalise languages, as required to fulfull the national action Plan.

We believe it is imperative that the Draft Indigenous Education Action Plan addresses the issue of Indigenous students’ access to appropriate language and cultural programs.

The evidence is significant and mounting that Indigenous and minority cultural groups are significantly disadvantaged by mainstream teaching practices and curriculum. Evidence also exists to show that Indigenous students in particular can succeed in mainstream as long as their culture is actively promoted and that language and culture are embedded in the curriculum.  

The Action Plan must ensure that teachers are cognisant of the issues of diversity and how that plays out in the school environment. The Plan must also ensure that indigenous parents and communities are actively engaged to partner schools in achieving ever improving levels of success.  

We applaud the initiative of ACARA in committing to the development of an Indigenous Language Curriculum for P to 12. and the undertakings of those States that have implemented or are in the process of implementing a language curriculum. 

Future consultations. 

The Eastern States Indigenous Languages Working Group would be pleased to consult on the drafting of appropriate strategies for the implementation of Indigenous languages education in schools. 

The ESILWG was directly involved in consultations for the Government’s commitment to the National Indigenous Languages Policy, is currently consulting with ACARA on the National Indigenous Languages Framework for the National Languages Curriculum, and will be taking part in the consultations for the National Plan for Languages Education in Australian Schools 2009-2012. 
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