DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (WESTERN AUSTRALIA)
The Department of the Attorney General (Western Australia) supports the directions outlined in the MCEECDYA Draft Indigenous Action Plan 2010-2014.

Aboriginal people, particularly Aboriginal children and young people, are vastly overrepresented in the justice system in Western Australia.  Adverse socioeconomic conditions in Aboriginal communities are associated with high rates of contact with the justice system
.  There is evidence to suggest a connection between educational disadvantage and involvement in crime
.  Improving school performance and retention has been shown to correlate with reduced risk of juvenile involvement in crime.
 
Improved educational achievement has also been shown to enhance long term socio-economic outcomes for Aboriginal people, including reductions in offending behaviour.  The Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage Key Indicators 2007 report refers to the ’pivotal role of education in reducing long term disadvantage of Indigenous peoples’
.  Improved education outcomes for Aboriginal young people would be expected to have a positive impact on Aboriginal people’s interaction with the criminal justice system.

The value of strengthening cultural identity has been identified by the Western Australian State Aboriginal Justice Congress in its State Justice Plan 2009-2014, under the Aboriginal Justice Agreement which is coordinated by this agency.  The measures outlined  in the draft action plan which aim to enhance engagement with Indigenous families and help Indigenous students maintain links to their community and culture are therefore welcome.  National collaborative action 28 in particular correlates closely with Action 3.1.2 of the State Justice Plan, which aims to ‘strengthen the wider community’s knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal history and culture, by introducing compulsory curriculum for both primary and secondary education’. 
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