Aboriginal Literacy Foundation

Indigenous Education Action Plan  Feedback

On behalf of the Aboriginal Literacy Foundation, our primary feedback on the draft document related to the role of non-government organisations.  We noted in your introduction, that “achieving these targets will require significant effort and collaboration by governments, their agencies, communities and the corporate and philanthropic sector”.   What about non-government groups?  I noticed in the draft document, there was no clear indication of the role of the number non-government organisations currently “self funding” their own initiatives to improve literacy outcomes with Indigenous young people such as, the Fred Hollows group, World Vision, Ian Thorpe’s Foundation, The Aboriginal Literacy Foundation, just to name a few.

 These groups are in the trenches doing the work, yet any clear way to collaborate is missing  in the draft strategy.  How does the government collaborate with NGO’s  who are not their “agencies or agents”?

So, it leaves me to wonder if the “governments and their agencies” will continue to act alone in this vital and important work of increasing the literacy levels amongst Indigenous children?

Furthermore, l would recommend clearer and measurable performance indicators in the action plan, rather than  just an increase or decrease measure.

In 1997, the state, territory and Commonwealth education ministers agreed on a National Indigenous Literacy Strategy, with a goal that every child leaving primary school should meet national agreed literacy standards by 2004, This has been a palpable failure. We need clear measurable and achievable target within the plan to be embraced by the wider literacy sector in Australia.   

