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Attachment 8: Standard Australian Classification of 
Countries (SACC) Coding Index  

 

A coding index is required to link responses from the 'Country of Birth' questions to the 

Standard Australian Classification of Countries (SACC) Second Edition (ABS cat. no.1269.0) 
classification categories.  This index can be obtained in the form of an electronic text file 

from either the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) website at 

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/1269.0Second%20Edition?Open

Document or as a link to this manual on the MCEETYA website. 
 

Information provided in administrative collections does not always comprise the exact words 

used as the official names of classification categories in the SACC.  A coding index is 
therefore necessary to act as a link between individual responses and the classification 

categories, enabling data to be coded accurately and quickly to the appropriate category in 

the classification. 

 
The coding index has been developed to assist in the implementation and use of the 

classification and should be used when coding responses to questions relating to ‘Country of 

birth’.  The coding index has been devised by reference to relevant documents such as 
atlases, gazetteers, guides to countries and by analysis of ABS data collected over many 

years.  It contains a comprehensive list of the most probable responses to questions relating 

to country and their correct classification codes.  The SACC Second Edition has, as its most 
recent basis, the 2006 Census. 

 

Where possible, schools and school systems should ensure that information collected for the 

first time in 2009 on the country of birth of a student is coded in accordance with the updated 
SACC Second Edition (2008) coding index. 

 

There may be a small number of instances where a student’s country of birth data collected 
in previous years and coded in accordance with the SACC First Edition (1998) need to be 

updated.  The ABS publishes a correspondence table between the two editions of the SACC 

to facilitate the conversion of data collected using the 1998 SACC First Edition to the 2008 
SACC Second Edition.  The table can be obtained in the form of an electronic text file from 

the ABS website at 

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/1269.0Second%20Edition?Open

Document. 
 

There may also be some schools or school systems where the need for modification to 

student data collection instruments and information storage and retrieval systems will 
prevent the implementation of changes to ‘Country of birth’ codes for 2009 enrolments.  

Such schools or school systems should carry out the necessary modifications to their 

student information systems in 2009 to ensure that their data systems can accommodate the 

required fields for ‘Country of birth’ coding as per the SACC Second Edition for 2010 
enrolments.  In the meantime, they should continue to use the SACC First Edition which is 

also available as a link to this manual on the MCEETYA website. 

 
The SACC Second Edition 

The first edition of the SACC was published in 1998.  The classification has now been 

reviewed and amended to improve its usefulness with a second edition being published by 
the ABS in May 2008. 

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/1269.0Second%20Edition?OpenDocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/1269.0Second%20Edition?OpenDocument
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The SACC Second Edition 

• Incorporates the following revisions to the earlier (1998) edition: 

The inclusion of East Timor, and name changes for Macau and Taiwan (1999) 

The creation of the state of Serbia and Montenegro (2004) 

The inclusion of independent republics of Montenegro and Serbia (2007). 

• Makes the following name/wording changes: 

- United Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man (was United Kingdom) 

- Faroe Islands (was Faeroe Islands) 

- Vietnam (was Viet Nam) 
- China (excludes SARs and Taiwan) – was China (excludes SARs and Taiwan 

    Province) 

- Kyrgyzstan (was Kyrgyz Republic). 

• Adds the following to the classification: 

- Pitcairn Islands (was in Polynesia, nec, as Pitcairn Island) 

- Guernsey (was part of Channel Islands) 

- Jersey (was part of Channel Islands) 
- Aland Islands (was part of Finland, as Aland) 

- Kosovo (was part of Serbia) 

- Spanish North Africa (was in North Africa, nec) 
- St Barthelemy (was in Guadeloupe) 

- St Martin  (was in Guadeloupe). 

• Removes the following from the classification: 

- Channel Islands (Guernsey and Jersey separately identified) 

- North Africa, nec (all parts now in Spanish North Africa). 

 

Coding rules 

A range of coding rules is applied in the coding index to facilitate accurate coding of 

responses to the SACC classification.  These rules include:  

 
Responses which relate directly to a country category but which contain information 

additional to that included in the coding index are allocated the code of that country 

category.  Such instances include responses consisting of a full or formal country 

name (for example, Syrian Arab Republic is coded to Syria), or responses containing a 
geographic qualifier such as east or west (for example, South of England is coded to 

England). 

 
Responses which relate directly to a country category but which consist of alternative 

spellings (for example, Tadzhikistan for Tajikistan), abbreviations (for example, Aust. 

for Australia), acronyms (for example, FRY for the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia), or 
foreign language names (for example, Ceska Republika for the Czech Republic) are 

allocated the code of that country category.  Similarly, slang or idiosyncratic responses 

(for example, Aussie or Oz for Australia) are allocated the code of the country category 

to which they directly relate. 
 

If a response consists of an archaic or historical name (for example, Persia for Iran) it 

is necessary to determine the current country or geographic area to which the 
response relates and allocate the appropriate code: country, minor group, n.f.d. (not 

further defined); major group, n.f.d.; or inadequately described.  It should be noted that 

special supplementary codes have been assigned to the recently defunct political 
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entities of Eastern Europe (former USSR, former Czechoslovakia, etc.) and these 

codes are used rather than the standard supplementary codes. 
 

Responses that cannot be identified as relating directly to a separately identified 

country in the classification are assigned a residual category code or a supplementary 

n.f.d. code.  A response should only be coded to a residual category if it is clear that it 
belongs in that category.  For example, responses which cannot be identified as 

relating directly to a particular country category, but which is known to be within the 

range of countries relating to a particular Minor Group, are coded to that Minor group 
and allocated an 'n.f.d.' code (for example, Northern America n.f.d. 8100).  Responses 

that do not contain sufficient information to be coded to any category of the 

classification are assigned the appropriate inadequately described code, for example, 
‘Inadequately described’ (0000), ‘Not elsewhere classified’ (0002) or ‘Not stated’ 

(0003) code. 
 

Changes in national boundaries create coding difficulties.  In order to maintain 
consistency of coding in all applications it is preferable that each country response be 

coded according to national boundaries existing at the time of the data collection.  

Therefore, all responses relating to a country which currently exists, but which has 

undergone boundary changes at some time in the past, are coded to the named 
country.  For example, all persons who give their ‘Country of birth’ as ‘Poland’ are 

coded to Poland, even though the boundaries of Poland may have changed since they 

were born and they may have in fact been born in a place that is now in Germany.  
Birthplace responses that relate to particular cities or regions which are now in one 

country, but which may have been in another country at the time of birth, should be 

coded to the country the city or region is in at the time of collection of the data.  For 

example, the response ‘Danzig’ is coded to Poland not to Germany.  
 

Responses relating to countries that have changed name, without changing 

boundaries, are coded to the name in the current classification.  Thus, the response 
‘Upper Volta’ is coded to ‘Burkina Faso’. 

 

 


