Figure D1 Percentage of year 3 students achieving
the reading benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 1999-2007
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Figure D3 Percentage of year 3 students achieving

the numeracy benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 2000-07
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Note:  Numeracy results were not reported in 1999.

Figure D2 Percentage of year 3 students achieving
the writing benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 1999-2007
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Year 5 results

Table A4 Percentage of year 5 students achieving the reading benchmark, by State and Territory, 2007

State/Territory All students  Male students Female students  Indigenous(© LBOTE()

1 Average age(@ students students
2 Years of schooling®

New South Wales
1. 10yrs 9mths 92.0x1.2 90.2+1.4 93.8+ 1.0 77331 90.4+1.3
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria

1. 11yrs Omths 914+ 1.4 89.6 + 1.5 93.2+1.2 79.9 +5.1 895+ 1.5
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland

1. 10yrs 4mths 80.5 + 3.1 78.6 +3.2 83.2 +3.1 59.3+4.9 78.0+3.2

2. 4yrs 8mths

South Australia
1. 10yrs 6mths 89.3+1.2 87.1+1.4 91.7+ 1.1 60.8 +5.0 81.9+1.9
2. 5yrs 3mths

Western Australia

1. 10yrs 4mths 93.9+0.9 927+ 1.1 95.1+1.0 71.9+48 92.1+15
2. 5yrs 7mths

Tasmania

1. 11yrs Tmth 95.1+1.0 939+ 1.3 96.3+0.9 89.5+4.4 90.0 = 3.7

2. 5yrs 7mths

Northern Territory
1. 10yrs 8mths 723+ 2.1 70.0 £ 2.8 745+ 2.7 403 +£3.5 40.7 3.7
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australian Capital Territory
1. 10yrs 10mths 949+ 1.0 93.3+14 96.5+0.9 83.2+9.7 93.0+ 1.6
2. 5yrs 6mths

Australia 89.2+16 87.4+1.8 91.1+£15 67.6+4.2 88.1+16
Notes:
o The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence intervals, for example, 80% + 2.7% which means that there is a 95%
chance that the true percentage lies between 77.3% and 82.7%.
o Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not included in the benchmark calculations.

The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies considerably across jurisdictions as shown in Figure C2. Hence, readers are urged to be
cautious when comparing results.

o Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background information (sex, Indigenous status,
socioeconomic background, and language background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The estimated average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The estimated average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a language background other than English (LBOTE) varied between
jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

DR
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Table A5 Percentage of year 5 students achieving the writing benchmark, by State and Territory, 2007

State/Territory All students  Male students Female students  Indigenous(© LBOTE()

1 Average age(@ students students
2 Years of schooling®)

New South Wales
1. 10yrs 9mths 95.4+1.2 939+ 1.6 96.9+0.9 85.6 +3.7 94.1+13
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria

1. 11yrs Omths 96.0+0.3 94.4+0.4 97.8+0.2 89.6 + 2.8 95.7+0.3
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland

1. 10yrs 4mths 96.3+0.3 95.4+0.4 97.9+0.2 91.4+ 1.3 93.7+0.4

2. 4yrs 8mths

South Australia
1. 10yrs 6mths 913+ 1.6 88.4 + 2.1 944 +1.2 75.5+5.2 86.9+2.0
2. 5yrs 3mths

Western Australia

1. 10yrs 4mths 84.8 +2.0 80.6 +2.4 89.4 + 1.7 51.0+5.1 85.8 + 2.1
2. 5yrs 7mths

Tasmania

1. 11yrs Tmth 86.2 2.2 81.2+2.9 91.4+1.9 753 +6.3 85.7+4.9

2. 5yrs 7mths

Northern Territory
1. 10yrs 8mths 63.3+33 57.5+4.1 69.1 £3.5 29.6 £4.0 311 £ 4.1
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australian Capital Territory
1. 10yrs 10mths 94.2+1.9 923+25 9.1+ 1.4 79.8 +10.0 929+23
2. 5yrs bmths

Australia 94.1+£0.9 923+1.2 96.2+0.7 79.5+3.2 928+ 1.0

Notes:
J The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence intervals, for example, 80% =+ 2.7% which means that there is a 95%
chance that the true percentage lies between 77.3% and 82.7%.

o Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not included in the benchmark calculations.
The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies considerably across jurisdictions as shown in Figure C2. Hence, readers are urged to be
cautious when comparing results.

o Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background information (sex, Indigenous status,
socioeconomic background, and language background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The estimated average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

sz

The estimated average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a language background other than English (LBOTE) varied between
jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

c
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Table A6  Percentage of year 5 students achieving the numeracy benchmark, by State and Territory, 2007

State/Territory All students  Male students Female students  Indigenous(© LBOTE()

1 Average age(@ students students
2 Years of schooling®

New South Wales
1. 10yrs 9mths 91.3+0.9 91.4+0.9 91.3+1.0 76.0 = 2.7 89.7+1.0
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria

1. 11yrs Omths 91.5+13 916+ 1.2 914+14 754+ 4.6 89.9+13
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland(@

1. 10yrs 4mths 83.7+16 84.2+ 1.5 83.8+ 1.7 62.3+3.0 814+19

2. 4yrs 8mths

South Australia
1. 10yrs 6mths 89.6 +1.5 88.8+ 1.5 90.3+1.7 63.9+56 83.4+20
2. 5yrs 3mths

Western Australia

1. 10yrs 4mths 87.3+1.6 875+ 1.6 87.1+1.8 548 +4.8 85.3+2.2
2. 5yrs 7mths

Tasmania

1. 11yrs Tmth 89.4+ 15 89.0+1.8 89.8 1.7 795+53 83.3+54

2. 5yrs 7mths

Northern Territory
1. 10yrs 8mths 702 +2.2 69.8 +2.7 70.6 +3.0 345+35 35.6 +£3.8
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australian Capital Territory
1. 10yrs 10mths 924+13 91.7+1.5 93.1+14 79.1+9.1 90.1+2.0
2. 5yrs bmths

Australia 89.0+1.3 89.1+1.3 89.1+1.4 65.5+3.4 876+ 1.4

Notes:
J The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence intervals, for example, 80% =+ 2.7% which means that there is a 95%
chance that the true percentage lies between 77.3% and 82.7%.

o Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not included in the benchmark calculations.
The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies considerably across jurisdictions as shown in Figure C2. Hence, readers are urged to be
cautious when comparing results.

o Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background information (sex, Indigenous status,
socioeconomic background, and language background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The estimated average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

sz

The estimated average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a language background other than English (LBOTE) varied between
jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

c

(d) Some students did not indicate their gender therefore the total percentages for all students may not be proportionally located within the range
provided for male and female students.
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Table Adb Geolocation - Percentage of year 5 students achieving the reading benchmark (with 95% confidence limits)

State/Territory Metropolitan Provincial Remote Very remote
All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous
students students students students

R R T
Vitoria 213 #61  sf6 459 si5 M na 03
Queendind 275 £52 434 £55 451 482 56 468
south Austal S12 £62  £15  £87  £31 179 £81  s125
Western Ausrlis 208 £53  £13 467 26 £97 460 +103
Tosmania 205 s4s 13 58 51 @ L5 @
Northern Terrory LI B+ B v R SRy B v
Australian Capital Territory i9z11:8 fg % n.a. n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a
Austals DT RS S S e A .

n.a. Insufficient or no students in this area of classification. Information not tabulated.

(a) The number of students tested is less than 30.

Table A5b Geolocation - Percentage of year 5 students achieving the writing benchmark (with 95% confidence limits)

State/Territory Metropolitan Provincial Remote Very remote
All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous
students students students students

R T T
Vicori 203 437 £05 437 a7 e na na
Queendind b S i B NS 1 S S A T R |
south Austal J14 £58 220 474 £37  x182 480 +133
Western Ausrlis 18 £66  £27  +83 442 498 458 77
Tosmana 223 £94  +26 69 si02  © Ly O
e TR - L. B
Australian Capital Territory i9411 é N 188 n.a. n.a. n.a n.a. n.a n.a
Austals S08  £57  £13  £65 35  sil8  £47 459

n.a. Insufficient or no students in this area of classification. Information not tabulated.

(a) The number of students tested is less than 30.
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Table A6b Geolocation - Percentage of year 5 students achieving the numeracy benchmark (with 95% confidence

limits)
State/Territory Metropolitan Provincial Remote Very remote
All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous
New South Wsles Q05 S50 Lo d32 Jas S5 Jas o L
Queendind 15 £3a +18  £37 434 461 45 459
south Austrlis 215 £67  £17  £95 434 192 £91 4153
-
Tesania e R ¢ N B B B B
I N .
Australian Capital Territory f%é J_zg:] n.a. n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a
Austal TR R G SC +  B -
n.a. Insufficient or no students in this area of classification. Information not tabulated.
(a) The number of students tested is less than 30.
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Table A2c Percentage of year 5 students achieving the benchmark, by parental occupation(@), Australia, 2007

Group 1®  Group 2© Group 3@  Group 4(®) Not in paid Not Proportion of students
work( stated (@) ‘not stated'(
; 95.6 93.4 90.4 85.1 81.1 86.1
Reading £09 +14 <18 +25 +30 20 370
" 97.6 96.8 95.7 93.1 88.8 91.9
Writing £05 £07 £09 £13 +2.1 £14 369
95.6 93.6 90.6 84.9 79.9 85.7
Numeray  “o’g <11 <15 +2.1 +28 +16 370
Note:  The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence limits.
Due to the low response rate in some school sectors in States and Territories, the data are reported at the national level only.
(a) The highest status occupation group that either parent/guardian holds. For example, if the parents/guardians have occupations in Groups

1and 3, Group 1 is used as the highest status. The occupation group, which includes the main work undertaken by the parent/guardian, is
classified into one of four groups. Complete parental occupation lists are available at: http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/06-Data_
Imp_Manual_2007-Att_3.pdf. Technical specifications for the parental occupation indicator are available at Section 3.6 of the complete Data
Implementation Manual for Enrolments for the 2008 School Year, http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_
Manual.pdf. Summary descriptions are provided below.

(b) Senior management in a large business organisation, government administration and defence, and qualified professionals.
() Other business managers, arts/media/sportspersons and associate professionals.

(d) Tradesmen/women, clerks and skilled office, sales and service staff.

(e) Machine operators, hospitality staff, assistants, labourers and related workers.

(f) Not in paid work in the previous 12 months.

(9) Parental occupation not stated or unknown.

(h) Number of students ‘not stated" as a percentage of the total number of students

Table A2d Percentage of year 5 students achieving the benchmark, by parental education(@), Australia, 2007

Bachelor Advanced Certificate | Year 12or  Year 11, Not Proportion of students
Degree Diplomaor to IV  equivalent 10,9, 0or  stated® 'not stated(?)

or above  Diploma equivalent(9,
or below(?

- 95.7 92.7 89.5 89.1 81.9 86.5
Reading  ,'0'g £15 2.0 +222 +2.9 £1.9 329
- 97.5 96.3 94.9 95.1 90.3 92.2
Writing £05 £09 <10 £12 <18 <13 329
95.9 92.7 89.4 89.3 81.1 86.2
Numeraey 07 £13 16 18 +26 £15 330
Note:  The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence limits.
Due to the low response rate in some school sectors in States and Territories, the data are reported at the national level only.
(a) The highest year of primary or secondary education that either parent/guardian has completed. Technical specifications for the parental

education indicators (Parental school education and Parental non-school education) are available at Sections 3.4 and 3.5 of the complete Data
Implementation Manual for Enrolments for the 2008 School Year, http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_
Manual.pdf.

Includes Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) trade certificates.

cs

Persons who have never attended school are included in the "Year 9, or equivalent, or below' category.

Data were collected separately for each of the following categories: Year 12 or equivalent; Year 11 or equivalent; Year 10 or equivalent; Year 9 or
equivalent, or below. Deficiencies in data quality prevent the reporting of parental school education by the separate categories.

Parental education not stated or unknown.
f Number of students ‘not stated" as a percentage of the total number of students.

z =
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http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/06-Data_Imp_Manual_2007-Att_3.pdf
http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/06-Data_Imp_Manual_2007-Att_3.pdf
http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_Manual.pdf
http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_Manual.pdf
http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_Manual.pdf
http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_Manual.pdf

Participation in assessment

Table B2  Year 5 participation in assessment by school sector, by State and Territory, 2007

State or Territory Percentage of assessed Percentage of assessed Proportion of assessed students (per cent)
government school non-government school

students(@ students®) Government school Non-government school

students(©) students(d)

Read. Wrtg Num. Read. Wrtg Num. Read. Wrtg Num. Read. Wrtg Num.

New South Wales 947 949 947 959 96.1 959 69.0 69.0 69.0 31.0 31.0 310
Victoria 915 913 916 933 93.0 936 676 676 67.5 324 324 325
Queensland 9.9 96.8 97.6 971 97.0 975 726 726 726 274 274 274
South Australia 97.7 97.7 96.9 953 946 95.0 674 676 67.3 326 324 327
Western Australia 945 937 948 954 947 959 659 659 659 341 341 3441
Tasmania 9.1 952 96.6 942 940 95.0 746 745 745 254 255 255
Northern Territory 89.8 904 932 946 928 9438 79.0 794 795 210 206 205

Australian Capital Territory  93.2 93.1  94.7 944 951 952 60.0 59.8 60.2 40.0 40.2 3938

Australia 945 945 948 953 952 955 69.2 692 692 308 30.8 30.8

(a) The percentage of assessed students from government schools includes exempted students, but not students withdrawn by parents/care-givers
from the testing and not students attending schools that did not participate in testing at all. The figure is calculated as a percentage of the total
number of full-time government students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.

(b) The percentage of assessed students from non-government schools includes exempted students, but not students absent or withdrawn by parents/
care-givers and not students attending schools which did not participate in testing at all. The figure is calculated as a percentage of the total
number of full-time non-government students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.

(@] The percentage of assessed government school students compared with all assessed students.
(d) The percentage of assessed non-government school students compared with all assessed students.
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Figure C2 Year 5 exemptions, absences and participation, by State and Territory, 2007
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The percentage of students who were absent or were withdrawn by parents/care-givers from the testing program in the relevant State or Territory.
These students are not included in the benchmark calculations. The percentage of absent/withdrawn students is calculated as a percentage of the
total number of full-time students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.

The percentage of assessed Indigenous students. The percentage of Indigenous students includes exempted students and is calculated as a
percentage of the total number of full-time students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data. The specific ways in which Indigenous
student information was collected and/or categorised were characterised by a degree of variation across the jurisdictions.

The percentage of assessed students with a language background other than English (LBOTE). The percentage of LBOTE students includes
exempted students and is calculated as a percentage of the total number of full-time students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.
The specific ways in which LBOTE information was collected and/or categorised were characterised by a degree of variation across the jurisdictions.
The percentage of 'Other’ students includes exempted students.

The percentage of students who were exempted from the testing program in the relevant State or Territory. Exempted students are reported as not
achieving the benchmark. The percentage of exempted students is calculated as a percentage of the total number of full-time students based on
National Schools Statistics Collection data.

Exempt students are represented twice in this figure. In the main chart, exempt students have been included within the Indigenous, LBOTE and
Other categories. For clarity, the additional chart on the right represents the total percentage of students exempted from testing.

National Schools Statistics Collection figures have been used for the total number of students in calculation of the participation rates. However, in
the NT, students are tested at years 3, 5 and 7 in Urban schools. In Remote schools, students are tested at ages 8, 10 and 12, rather than at year
level. This may result in percentages for NT in the main chart not adding to 100.
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Discussion of 2007 results

Overall national and jurisdiction results

Tables A4 to A6 show that the large majority of year 5 students
are achieving at the benchmark level or better in reading, writing
and numeracy in all States and Territories, but they also identify
some variation. In reading, around 11 per cent of students
nationally are not reaching the benchmark. In writing, around

six per cent and in numeracy, around 11 per cent of students
nationally are not reaching the benchmark. These figures are
very similar to those for 2006, however, this is in contrast to
2007 year 3 results, where around seven per cent are not
reaching the benchmark in all three interest areas. That is, in
reading and numeracy, there are more year 5 students below

the benchmark than year 3 students. The ACT, New South Wales
and Victoria show consistently high results in all three interest
areas, however, for other jurisdictions, there is variation in the
percentage of students achieving benchmark across the three
areas. For example, Western Australia and Tasmania have high
results in reading, but lower results in writing and numeracy.
Queensland has very high results in writing, but somewhat lower
results in reading and numeracy.

Gender

As for year 3 students, the proportions of year 5 females
achieving at or above the reading and writing benchmarks
were higher than for year 5 males (a difference of around

3.7 and 3.9 percentage points, respectively). This difference,
however, was not apparent in numeracy. Nationally, in
numeracy, the percentage above benchmark for females is
about the same as for males. There is some evidence that the
variation in males’ performance in reading and writing is larger
than for females.

LBOTE

Nationally, year 5 students with language backgrounds other
than English (LBOTE) are achieving at rates that are only

slightly lower than the overall population in reading, writing

and numeracy, with around one percentage point of difference,
but there are some variations across States and Territories. The
greatest gap between the performance of LBOTE and non-LBOTE
students is in the Northern Territory, where LBOTE students

have lower achievement than non-LBOTE students in reading,

writing and numeracy. The large number of English as a Second
Language students in remote Indigenous communities in the
Northern Territory would be a contributing factor. In South
Australia, there is also an indication that LBOTE students fall a
little behind the overall student population. This was not the case
in New South Wales, Victoria or the ACT, where the difference
between the performance of LBOTE students and the overall
population is small. This could be because of the large number
of LBOTE students in these jurisdictions: LBOTE students make
up between a third and a half of the total student population, so
that the overall student average is also greatly influenced by the
average of LBOTE students’ scores.

Indigenous

As for year 3 students, the proportion of Indigenous year

5 students achieving at or above the benchmark level is
significantly lower than the proportions for non-Indigenous
students, with a difference of around 20 percentage points
nationally in percentages achieving the benchmark level. Across
the jurisdictions, Northern Territory and Western Australia have
the largest gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
student achievements, while in Tasmania the difference in
achievement levels between the two groups is the least,
although there are very few Indigenous students in Tasmania.

In other States, the performance of Indigenous students varied
across the interest areas of reading, writing and numeracy.
Clearly, an appropriate interpretation of the achievement levels
of Indigenous students should also take into account the number
of these students in each of the jurisdictions and the remoteness
of their locations.

Geolocation

Across Australia, year 5 students in metropolitan areas achieved
the benchmarks at slightly higher rates than students in
provincial and remote areas. The proportion of students in very
remote areas who achieve the benchmark is substantially lower
than the proportion of metropolitan, provincial and remote
students achieving the benchmarks. Indigenous students in

very remote regions performed particularly poorly, with as few
as 27 per cent of the students reaching benchmark standards

in numeracy, however, comparisons involving remote and

very remote students must be made with caution as the small
numbers of students tested means that measurement uncertainty
is relatively high.
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Parental occupation and education

In 2007, information on parental occupation and education
levels was collected for the first time for benchmarking
reporting. Tables A2c and A2d provide a breakdown of student
performance by parental occupation and parental education.
While there are a large number of students with unknown
parental occupation and education status (around 30 to 40 per
cent of missing values), it is evident that there is an association
between student achievement and parental occupation and
education. In general, the more professional the parental
occupation is, the higher the student performance. Similarly, the
higher the parental education level is, the higher the student
performance. These results are not surprising, as parental
occupation and education reflect the general socioeconomic
status (SES) of students’ families, and it is well known from other
research that SES is related to student performance. In general,
the benchmark results in this report show that there are around
15 to 20 percentage points difference in percentages achieving
the benchmark, between students whose parents are at the
highest occupation and education levels and those at the lowest
levels of occupation and education. This difference is higher
than for year 3. That is, as students progress through primary
school, the disparity between student performance between
high and low SES students becomes more pronounced. While it
is unrealistic to expect no performance difference between high
and low SES students, the magnitudes of the differences should
be monitored and a plan for reducing the gap will be helpful.

Participation

Table B2 provides the details, by State and Territory, of student
participation in the assessment processes and the proportions
of students from government and non-government schools.
Figure C2 provides information on the proportions of students
exempted from testing (and therefore counted as not having
achieved the benchmark level), the proportions of students
absent or withdrawn from testing, and the proportions of
Indigenous and LBOTE students involved in the processes.
This information enhances our understanding of the reported
performance levels for States, Territories and Australia as a
whole.

Rates of participation in the testing program are quite high
in most States and Territories. The Australian average in each
of the three reported learning areas is around 94 per cent for
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government schools and around 95 per cent for non-government
schools. This level of participation helps ensure the accuracy of
the reported percentages of students achieving the benchmarks.
Comparisons between jurisdictions show that the participation
rates in Victoria and the Northern Territory are a little lower

than for other jurisdictions for government schools. Victoria also
has the lowest participation rates for non-government schools.
However, the participation rates in Victoria for 2007 have
increased when compared to the 2006 figures.

The balance between government and non-government
students in States and Territories is as would be expected on
the basis of the annual census. Across States and Territories,
government and non-government students participated in
testing at similar rates.

The proportion of year 5 students who were absent or
withdrawn from testing is quite small in most instances, although
there is some variation across the jurisdictions in both the
proportions of students included in the benchmark calculations
and in the proportions of exempt students. Exempt students are
not assessed but are deemed to be below the benchmark.

Trends

Tables and Figures D4 to D6 show comparative time series
information for performance by the population of male and
female, Indigenous and LBOTE year 5 students in Australia over
the nine years of reporting so far, 1999 to 2007 (note that
numeracy results were not reported in 1999).

The performance levels within each interest group, and for all
students, are similar over time in all three reported learning
areas. In particular, the graphs for the seven-year period, 2001
to 2007, show relatively constant levels of performance. If
there is change from year to year, the change is too small

for the measurement process to clearly detect. There is some
fluctuation of performance levels for the period 1999 to 2000,
and more fluctuation for the Indigenous group, owing to the
smaller number of students in this group. But the fluctuations
are within the confidence intervals of the estimates, so that clear
statements of change could not be made.

The exception is reading results for Indigenous students. The
Figure and Table D4 indicate that there has been an upward
trend in the proportion of Indigenous students meeting the



Table D4 Percentage of year 5 students achieving the reading benchmarks, by gender and sub-group, Australia,

1999-2007
Males Females Indigenous students LBOTE students All students
1999 83.4+23 88.4+18 58.7+4.2 83.9 + 2.4(@) 85.6 +2.0
2000 85.2+23 89.6 +1.9 62.0+4.8 849+26 874 +2.1
2001 87.8+1.6 920+1.2 66.9 3.6 87.7+18 89.8+13
2002 87.2+18 91.5+13 68.0 £3.5 87.1+18 89.3+14
2003 86.8+1.8 916+ 1.4 67.7 4.1 88.7+1.6 89.0+1.5
2004 86.6+1.8 909+ 1.4 69.4 +3.8 86.2+1.9 88.7+1.6
2005 85.1+20 90.1+1.6 62.8 £4.1 86.2 £ 2.1 875%£18
2006 86.0+1.9 90.8+£1.5 66.3 +4.4 87.2+1.7 884+ 16
2007 874+1.8 91.1+£1.5 67.6+4.2 88.1+1.6 89.2+ 1.6
(a) LBOTE average does not include South Australia.

Table D5 Percentage of year 5 students achieving the writing benchmarks, by gender and sub-group, Australia,

1999-2007

Males Females Indigenous students LBOTE students All students
1999 91415 954 +0.9 746 £3.6 91.4+15 93.0x£ 1.1
2000 90.2 £ 1.7 94.9 £ 1.1 743 £3.7 90.2+1.8 925+13
2001 91.9+14 96.2 £ 0.7 79.9 £33 92212 94.0+1.0
2002 915+ 1.6 95.7+0.9 76.4 £3.8 92.1+1.2 93.6 £ 1.1
2003 92.1+15 96.1+ 1.1 79.6 £3.8 925+1.2 94.1 £ 1.1
2004 923+14 96.2+0.8 81.7+35 926+13 942+ 1.1
2005 913+ 1.7 954+1.0 743 +43 93.1+14 933+13
2006 91.9x17 95.8+0.9 77.0+4.0 93.0+14 93.8+13
2007 923+1.2 96.2£0.7 79.5+3.2 928+1.0 94.1+£0.9

Table D6 Percentage of year 5 students achieving the numeracy benchmarks, by gender and sub-group, Australia,

2000-07

Males Females Indigenous students LBOTE students All students
2000 89.4 £ 1.7 89.8+1.8 62.8 £4.5 87.1+ 2.1 89.6 £ 1.7
2001 895+14 89.8 £ 1.5 63.2£3.7 879+ 16 89.6+13
2002 899+14 90.2 £ 1.5 65.6 + 3.7 87.9+15 90.0+13
2003 90.3+13 91.4+13 67.6 3.9 893+ 14 90.8 £ 1.2
2004 91.0+1.2 91.5+13 69.4 +3.9 893+ 14 91.2+1.2
2005 90.5+13 91.2+14 66.5+3.9 90.0+ 1.4 90.8+ 1.3
2006 90.0+13 90.6+14 66.0 +3.8 90.0+14 90.3+13
2007 89.1x£13 89.1+14 65.5+34 87614 89.0+£13

Note:  Numeracy results were not reported in 1999.
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year 5 reading benchmark, from 58.7 per cent in 1999, to
67.6 per cent in 2007. When confidence intervals are taken
into account, this improvement is likely to be statistically
significant.

While the level of achievement within each interest group

is stable across calendar years, there is a clear pattern of
achievement differences across the groups over time. More
specifically, in reading and writing, females consistently
performed better than males over the nine-year period. In
numeracy, females and males performed similarly across the
eight-year period. LBOTE students performed less well than
non-LBOTE students over the nine-year period, however, the
difference is less for numeracy than for reading and writing.

The achievement gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
students remains large over the nine-year period, particularly
when compared with the difference between the two groups

for year 3 students. That is, it appears the disparity between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students has widened from year
3 to year 5, particularly for reading and numeracy, as can be
seen from the time series data.

Figure D5 Percentage of year 5 students achieving
the writing benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 1999-2007
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Figure D4 Percentage of year 5 students achieving
the reading benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 1999-2007
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Figure D6 Percentage of year 5 students achieving
the numeracy benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 2000-07
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Note:  Numeracy results were not reported in 1999.
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Year 7 results

Table A7  Percentage of year 7 students achieving the reading benchmark, by State and Territory, 2007

State/Territory All students  Male students Female students  Indigenous(© LBOTE()

1 Average age(@ students students
2 Years of schooling®)

New South Wales
1. 12yrs 4mths 91.3+0.8 89.1+1.0 93.6 0.7 758223 90.3+1.0
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria

1. 13yrs Omths 93.0+0.7 91.6 +0.8 94.5+0.7 79.9 +4.3 90.7+ 1.0
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland

1. 12yrs 4mths 84.2+0.9 83.2+1.0 85.9+0.9 61.5+ 2.5 775+ 1.8

2. 6yrs 8mths

South Australia
1. 12yrs 6mths 93.7+04 92.2+0.6 95.2+04 743 +£3.5 89.6 + 1.1
2. 7yrs 3mths

Western Australia

1. 12yrs 2mths 84.1+0.8 820+ 1.0 86.3+0.9 446 + 2.8 81.6+1.6
2. 6yrs 7mths

Tasmania

1. 13yrs Tmth 85.7+1.3 833+1.7 883+ 1.4 71.0+4.6 81.4+54

2. 7yrs 7mths

Northern Territory
1. 12yrs 8mths 68.0 £ 2.0 65.8 £ 2.7 70.2+2.6 31.1+£33 29.1+34
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australian Capital Territory
1. 12yrs 10mths 94.4+0.7 92.8+ 1.1 96.0 + 1.0 83.3+8.0 9.7+ 14
2. 7yrs bmths

Australia 89.3+0.8 87.6+1.0 91.2+0.38 64.7 +2.8 87.9+1.2
Notes:
J The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence intervals, for example, 80% =+ 2.7% which means that there is a 95%
chance that the true percentage lies between 77.3% and 82.7%.
o Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not included in the benchmark calculations.

The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies considerably across jurisdictions as shown in Figure C3. Hence, readers are urged to be
cautious when comparing results.

o Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background information (sex, Indigenous status,
socioeconomic background, and language background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The estimated average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The estimated average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a language background other than English (LBOTE) varied between
jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

=z
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Table A8  Percentage of year 7 students achieving the writing benchmark, by State and Territory, 2007

State/Territory All students  Male students Female students  Indigenous(© LBOTE()

1 Average age(@ students students
2 Years of schooling®)

New South Wales
1. 12yrs 4mths 93.4+1.9 91.2+24 95.6+ 1.3 79.3+5.0 92.8 2.1
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria

1. 13yrs Omths 94.8 +0.5 92.1+0.8 97.7+0.3 82.8+3.3 949+ 0.6
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland

1. 12yrs 4mths 96.3+0.3 953 +0.5 97.7+0.3 916+ 1.3 93.3+0.5

2. 6yrs 8mths

South Australia
1. 12yrs 6mths 88.8+23 85.0+3.0 929+1.7 61.8+6.5 85.4+26
2. 7yrs 3mths

Western Australia

1. 12yrs 2mths 85.2 + 1.7 80.2 + 2.3 90.6 + 1.3 53.6 +45 86.6 + 1.8
2. 6yrs 7mths

Tasmania

1. 13yrs Tmth 81.9+1.9 75.1+2.7 889+ 1.7 67.7 6.1 80.5+5.5

2. 7yrs 7mths

Northern Territory
1. 12yrs 8mths 55.9+2.9 485+ 3.6 63.7 £33 20.7 £ 3.1 21.5+36
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australian Capital Territory
1. 12yrs 10mths 91.2£25 88.0 3.4 94418 745 £11.0 91.2£3.0
2. 7yrs bmths

Australia 925+13 89.8 + 1.7 953+0.9 74.5+3.8 915+ 1.6
Notes:
J The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence intervals, for example, 80% =+ 2.7% which means that there is a 95%
chance that the true percentage lies between 77.3% and 82.7%.
o Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not included in the benchmark calculations.

The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies considerably across jurisdictions as shown in Figure C3. Hence, readers are urged to be
cautious when comparing results.

o Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background information (sex, Indigenous status,
socioeconomic background, and language background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The estimated average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The estimated average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a language background other than English (LBOTE) varied between
jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

RGO
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Table A9 Percentage of year 7 students achieving the numeracy benchmark, by State and Territory, 2007

State/Territory All students  Male students Female students  Indigenous(© LBOTE()

1 Average age(@ students students
2 Years of schooling®)

New South Wales(d)
1. 12yrs 6mths 73.4+0.8 71.7+0.8 75309 40.1+1.9 72.4+09
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria

1. 13yrs Omths 89.0+0.9 89.2 +0.9 88.8+ 1.0 67.6 +4.4 873+ 1.1
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland(®

1. 12yrs 4mths 774 +0.9 779 +1.0 776 1.0 49.0 + 2.2 76.5+ 1.6

2. 6yrs 8mths

South Australia
1. 12yrs 6mths 85.6 +0.9 86.6+ 1.0 84.4 +1.1 57.0+5.0 829+19
2. 7yrs 3mths

Western Australia

1. 12yrs 2mths 83.8 +0.7 843 +0.8 83.2+0.9 46.9 + 3.1 840+ 1.3
2. 6yrs 7mths

Tasmania

1. 13yrs Tmth 79.8 1.3 81.0+1.7 785« 1.7 63.8+5.5 72.4+6.5

2. 7yrs 7mths

Northern Territory
1. 12yrs 8mths 66.7 + 2.0 67.6 2.7 65.7 £ 2.6 27.7 £ 3.1 258 +3.1
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australian Capital Territory
1. 12yrs 10mths 86.1+16 85.6 2.0 86.6 1.9 59.4+11.0 87.3+28
2. 7yrs bmths

Australia 80.2+0.9 80.0+0.9 80.6 +1.0 46.0 + 2.7 78.0+1.2
Notes:
J The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence intervals, for example, 80% =+ 2.7% which means that there is a 95%
chance that the true percentage lies between 77.3% and 82.7%.
o Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not included in the benchmark calculations.

The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies considerably across jurisdictions as shown in Figure C3. Hence, readers are urged to be
cautious when comparing results.

o Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background information (sex, Indigenous status,
socioeconomic background, and language background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The estimated average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The estimated average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a language background other than English (LBOTE) varied between
jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

(d) New South Wales considers that the year 7 results for New South Wales are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark results show that:

RGO

(i)  alower proportion of New South Wales year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are meeting the reading and
writing benchmarks

(i) alower proportion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year 5. National benchmarks represent the
minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be able to progress through his/her schooling. The New South Wales results
show that students in years 3 and 5 are consistently performing above the national average for reading, writing and numeracy. Year 7 reading
and writing results are also above the national average.

(e) Some students did not indicate their gender therefore the total percentages for all students may not be proportionally located within the range
provided for male and female students.
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Table A7b Geolocation - Percentage of year 7 students achieving the reading benchmark (with 95% confidence limits)

State/Territory Metropolitan Provincial Remote Very remote
All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous
students students students students
New South il 208 £24  +10  £28 434 4105 13 +312
BOM OB MM e e w
Queendind £05 £33 sl £33 428 &73 48 465
south Austal S04 £35  s08  £51  s1s 2122 £73  s143
R R R T T I R
Tosmana Sd s7a sts seo  sms @ Ll @
Australian Capital Territory fg:;‘ fg:g n.a. n.a. n.a n.a. n.a n.a
Austals 208 434 411 £38 434 480 80 sed
n.a. Insufficient or no students in this area of classification. Information not tabulated.
(a) The number of students tested is less than 30.

Table A8b Geolocation - Percentage of year 7 students achieving the writing benchmark (with 95% confidence limits)

State/Territory Metropolitan Provincial Remote Very remote

All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous
students students students students

New South il 217 546 £23 #5665 115 103 s212
B A MM w w
I R R - B -
south Austal 221 478 423 480 £48  £193 108 100
e I I T I A
Tesmani e R R S L .
NorthernTerrory S s I B
Australian Capital Territory f;:é N ﬁg n.a. n.a. n.a n.a. n.a n.a
BOoA MmN R R M

n.a. Insufficient or no students in this area of classification. Information not tabulated.

(@) The number of students tested is less than 30.
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Table A9b Geolocation - Percentage of year 7 students achieving the numeracy benchmark (with 95% confidence

limits)
State/Territory Metropolitan Provincial Remote Very remote
All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous All  Indigenous
students students
s T8 BB A4
R R
w1 By Fh B 8B 8B
R R R
R I R N
BO& RS M e e
Northern Territory n.a. n.a. i84271 16%% 33165 iZ%9O 13%16 +8236
Australian Capital Territory 56116 1519.11.10 n.a. n.a n.a n.a. n.a n.a
R
n.a. Insufficient or no students in this area of classification. Information not tabulated.
(a) The number of students tested is less than 30.
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Table A3c Percentage of year 7 students achieving the benchmark, by parental occupation(@), Australia, 2007

Group 1®  Group 2© Group 3@  Group 4(®) Not in paid Not Proportion of students
work®  stated (9 ‘not stated'(
Rdng UG5 J5s 20 L3 fi0 emd 345
w2 2 o2 om o
- % N 2w A ow

Note:  The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence limits.
Due to the low response rate in some school sectors in States and Territories, the data are reported at the national level only.

(a) The highest status occupation group that either parent/guardian holds. For example, if the parents/guardians have occupations in Groups
1and 3, Group 1 is used as the highest status. The occupation group, which includes the main work undertaken by the parent/guardian, is
classified into one of four groups. Complete parental occupation lists are available at: http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/06-Data_
Imp_Manual_2007-Att_3.pdf. Technical specifications for the parental occupation indicator are available at Section 3.6 of the complete Data
Implementation Manual for Enrolments for the 2008 School Year, http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_
Manual.pdf. Summary descriptions are provided below.

(b) Senior management in a large business organisation, government administration and defence, and qualified professionals.
() Other business managers, arts/media/sportspersons and associate professionals.

(d) Tradesmen/women, clerks and skilled office, sales and service staff.

(e) Machine operators, hospitality staff, assistants, labourers and related workers.

(f) Not in paid work in the previous 12 months.

(9) Parental occupation not stated or unknown.

(h) Number of students ‘not stated" as a percentage of the total number of students

Table A3d Percentage of year 7 students achieving the benchmark, by parental education(@), Australia, 2007

Bachelor Advanced Certificate | Year 12or  Year 11, Not Proportion of students
Degree or Diplomaor toIV()  equivalent 10,9,0r  stated(® 'not stated(?)

above Diploma equivalent(9,
or below(?

. 9.4 932 90.0 90.1 82.1 853

Reading 205 £10 11 £15 £18 N 29.9
- 9722 95 933 936 87.8 893

Writing 206 £12 14 17 +23 £17 29.9
92.8 86.2 795 813 67.7 75.1

Numeracy 57 £13 +13 +18 £19 £12 301

Note:  The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95% confidence limits.

Due to the low response rate in some school sectors in States and Territories, the data are reported at the national level only.

(a) The highest year of primary or secondary education that either parent/quardian has completed. Technical specifications for the parental
education indicators (Parental school education and Parental non-school education) are available at Sections 3.4 and 3.5 of the complete Data
Implementation Manual for Enrolments for the 2008 School Year, http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/2008_Data_Implementation_
Manual.pdf.

(b) Includes Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) trade certificates.

(c) Persons who have never attended school are included in the 'Year 9, or equivalent, or below" category.

(d) Data were collected separately for each of the following categories: Year 12 or equivalent; Year 11 or equivalent; Year 10 or equivalent; Year 9 or
equivalent, or below. Deficiencies in data quality prevent the reporting of parental school education by the separate categories.

(e) Parental education not stated or unknown.

) Number of students ‘not stated" as a percentage of the total number of students.
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Participation in assessment

Table B3  Year 7 participation in assessment by school sector, by State and Territory, 2007

State or Territory Percentage of assessed Percentage of assessed Proportion of assessed students (per cent)
government school non-government school

students(@ students®) Government school Non-government school

students(©) students(d)

Read. Wrtg Num. Read. Wrtg Num. Read. Wrtg Num. Read. Wrtg Num.

New South Wales 949 948 933 954 952 94.2 62.7 627 626 373 373 374
Victoria 89.6 893 898 944 943 945 57.8 57.7 57.8 422 423 422
Queensland 9.5 964 973 974 973 978 712 7.2 73 288 288 287
South Australia 973 968 96.3 956 953 954 67.1 67.1 66.9 329 329 331
Western Australia 944 940 949 96.7 958 96.6 69.3 694 695 30.7 306 305
Tasmania 939 919 942 929 93.0 9238 67.7 67.2 67.8 323 328 322
Northern Territory 88.1 882 90.6 89.5 895 93.1 702 70.1  69.8 298 299 302

Australian Capital Territory ~ 90.1  89.7  90.6 929 93.0 940 50.7 50.5 505 493 495 495

Australia 940 938 938 954 952 951 644 644 644 356 356 356

(a) The percentage of assessed students from government schools includes exempted students, but not students withdrawn by parents/care-givers
from the testing and not students attending schools that did not participate in testing at all. The figure is calculated as a percentage of the total
number of full-time government students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.

(b) The percentage of assessed students from non-government schools includes exempted students, but not students absent or withdrawn by parents/
care-givers and not students attending schools which did not participate in testing at all. The figure is calculated as a percentage of the total
number of full-time non-government students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.

(@] The percentage of assessed government school students compared with all assessed students.
(d) The percentage of assessed non-government school students compared with all assessed students.
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Figure C3 Year 7 exemptions, absences and participation, by State and Territory, 2007
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The percentage of students who were absent or were withdrawn by parents/care-givers from the testing program in the relevant State or Territory.
These students are not included in the benchmark calculations. The percentage of absent/withdrawn students is calculated as a percentage of the
total number of full-time students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.

The percentage of assessed Indigenous students. The percentage of Indigenous students includes exempted students and is calculated as a
percentage of the total number of full-time students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data. The specific ways in which Indigenous
student information was collected and/or categorised were characterised by a degree of variation across the jurisdictions.

The percentage of assessed students with a language background other than English (LBOTE). The percentage of LBOTE students includes
exempted students and is calculated as a percentage of the total number of full-time students based on National Schools Statistics Collection data.
The specific ways in which LBOTE information was collected and/or categorised were characterised by a degree of variation across the jurisdictions.
The percentage of 'Other’ students includes exempted students.

The percentage of students who were exempted from the testing program in the relevant State or Territory. Exempted students are reported as not
achieving the benchmark. The percentage of exempted students is calculated as a percentage of the total number of full-time students based on
National Schools Statistics Collection data.

Exempt students are represented twice in this figure. In the main chart, exempt students have been included within the Indigenous, LBOTE and
Other categories. For clarity, the additional chart on the right represents the total percentage of students exempted from testing.

National Schools Statistics Collection figures have been used for the total number of students in calculation of the participation rates. However, in
the NT, students are tested at years 3, 5 and 7 in Urban schools. In Remote schools, students are tested at ages 8, 10 and 12, rather than at year
level. This may result in percentages for NT in the main chart not adding to 100.
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Discussion of 2007 results

Overall national and jurisdiction results

Tables A7 to A9 show that the majority of year 7 students

are achieving at the benchmark level or better in reading,
writing and numeracy in all States and Territories. Approximately
11 per cent of year 7 students are not reaching the benchmark
level for reading. Approximately 7.5 per cent of year 7
students are not reaching the benchmark level for writing.

In numeracy, around 20 per cent of year 7 students are not
reaching the benchmark level. For reading and writing, the
percentages not reaching benchmark are similar to those

for year 5. But in numeracy, the percentage not reaching
benchmark is much higher than for year 5 and year 3. This
apparent drop in progress can in some way be attributed

to a concern that the benchmark standard for year 7 has

been set at a higher level than for the other year levels. This
will be rectified when the National Assessment Program is
implemented and the process for identification of the
benchmark cut-score is revised.

Gender

As with the results for years 3 and 5 students, in reading and
writing, the proportion of female students achieving at the
benchmark level or better is higher than for male students, with
around 3.6 and 5.5 percentage points of difference, respectively.
For all jurisdictions, performance of females is, on average,

a little higher than the performance of males. As for earlier
years of schooling, this performance difference is not apparent
in numeracy. At the national level, there is no difference in
percentages achieving at the benchmark between males and
females in numeracy, but at the jurisdiction level, there are
variations. In New South Wales, more female students achieved
at the benchmark level than male students in numeracy. In other
jurisdictions, the difference between average females’ and males’
performance is very small.

LBOTE

Year 7 students with language backgrounds other than English
(LBOTE) are performing slightly below non-LBOTE students with
a difference of around one to two percentage points reaching
benchmark at the national level. Across the jurisdictions, there
are variations in the performance of LBOTE students. LBOTE
students in the Northern Territory fall behind other students

by a wide margin. The large number of English as a Second
Language students in remote Indigenous communities in the
Northern Territory would be a contributing factor. In New South
Wales, Victoria and the ACT, the percentages of LBOTE students
achieving benchmark levels are similar to, or just slightly below,
those of all students. While in other States, the difference
between LBOTE students and other students varied across the
areas of reading, writing and numeracy.

Indigenous

As for year 3 and 5, the proportion of year 7 Indigenous students
achieving at or above the benchmark level is significantly below
the proportions for non-Indigenous students. However, while

the difference is about 15 percentage points nationally for year

3 and 20 to 25 percentage points for year 5, by year 7 it is 20

to 30 percentage points. In numeracy, the difference between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous groups is the greatest, at around
34 percentage points.

Geolocation

Across Australia, year 7 students in metropolitan areas achieved
the benchmarks at slightly higher rates than students in
provincial and remote areas. The proportion of students in very
remote areas who achieved the benchmark is substantially lower
than the proportion of metropolitan, provincial and remote
students achieving the benchmarks. Comparisons involving
remote and very remote students must be made with caution as
the small numbers of students tested means that measurement
uncertainty is relatively high.

Parental occupation and education

In 2007, information on parental occupation and education
levels was collected for the first time for benchmark reporting.
Tables A3c and A3d provide a breakdown of student
performance by parental occupation and parental education.
While there are a large number of students with unknown
parental occupation and education status (around 30 to 40 per
cent of missing values), it is evident that there is an association
between student achievement and parental occupation and
education. In general, the more professional the parental
occupation is, the higher the student performance. Similarly, the
higher the parental education level is, the higher the student
performance. These results are not surprising, as parental
occupation and education reflect the general socioeconomic
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status (SES) of students’ families, and it is well known from
other research that SES is related to student performance. In
general, the benchmark results in this report show that there are
around 10 to 25 percentage points difference in percentages
achieving the benchmark between students whose parents are
at the highest occupation and education levels and those at the
lowest levels of occupation and education. The largest difference
is in numeracy. While it is unrealistic to expect no performance
difference between high and low SES students, the magnitudes
of the differences should be monitored and a plan for reducing
the gap will be helpful.

Participation

Table B3 provides the details, by State and Territory, of student
participation in the assessment processes and the proportion

of students from government and non-government schools.
Figure C3 provides information on the proportion of students
exempted from testing (and therefore counted as not having
achieved the benchmark level), the proportion of students absent
or withdrawn from testing, and the proportion of Indigenous

and LBOTE students involved in testing. This information helps
explain the reported performance levels for States, Territories and
Australia as a whole.

The Australian average participation rate is about 94 per cent for
government schools and around 95 per cent for non-government
schools, similar to the participation rates in 2006, and the
participation rates for years 3 and 5. This level of participation

is sufficiently high to provide confidence to the accuracy of the
reported percentages of students achieving the benchmarks.
Again, the participation rates in the Northern Territory and
Victoria are slightly lower than those in other jurisdictions, but
there is an increase in participation in Victoria when compared
to 2006.

In year 7, in most jurisdictions the ratio of assessed government
students to assessed non-government students is similar to the
ratio of government to non-government students as reported

in schools’ census data. This suggests that government and
non-government students participated in testing at similar rates,
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except in Victoria where non-government schools appear to have
had relatively higher participation.

The proportion of year 7 students who were absent or
withdrawn from testing is quite small in most instances, although
there is some variation across the jurisdictions in both the
proportions of students included in the benchmark calculations
and in the proportions of exempt students. Exempt students are
not assessed but are deemed to be below the benchmark.

Trends

Tables and Figures D7 to D9 show comparative time series
information for performance by year 7 students in Australia over
the seven years of reporting year 7 so far, from 2001 to 2007. In
each of the three learning areas, reading, writing and numeracy,
the percentage of students achieving the benchmark has been
quite stable over time. If there is change from year to year, the
change is too small for the measurement process to clearly
detect. There is some fluctuation for the Indigenous group,
owing to the smaller number of students in this group, but the
fluctuations are within the confidence intervals of the estimates,
so that clear statements of change could not be made.

While the level of achievement within each interest group
is stable across calendar years, there is a clear pattern of
achievement differences across the groups over time. More
specifically, in reading and writing, females consistently
performed better than males over the seven-year period. In
numeracy, females and males performed similarly across the
seven-year period. LBOTE students performed less well than
non-LBOTE students, however, the difference is greater in
reading and numeracy than in writing.

The achievement gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
students remains large over the seven-year period, particularly in
numeracy.

This consistent pattern of differences across calendar years
provides us with some confidence in drawing conclusions about
the comparative performance of groups.



Table D7 Percentage of year 7 students achieving the reading benchmarks, by gender and sub-group, Australia,

2001-07
Males Females Indigenous students LBOTE students All students
2001 86.0+ 1.2 91.0+09 60.1 + 3.1 848+14 88.4+0.9
2002 86.8+1.0 91.6+0.8 65.3+29 85.6+13 89.1+£0.8
2003 87.1 1.1 91.9+0.8 66.5 + 3.1 86.4+13 89.4+£0.9
2004 89.1+£0.9 93.0+0.7 71.0+ 2.8 86.9+1.2 91.0+0.7
2005 87.6+1.0 92.2+0.8 63.8+2.9 87.9+1.2 89.8+0.8
2006 87.2+1.0 91.2+0.8 63.2+3.0 87.0+1.2 89.2+0.8
2007 87.6 1.0 91.2+0.8 64.7 2.8 87.9+1.2 89.3+£0.8
Table D8 Percentage of year 7 students achieving the writing benchmarks, by gender and sub-group, Australia,
2001-07
Males Females Indigenous students LBOTE students All students
2001 89.8 +2.3 95.6 + 1.2 743+ 4.6 90.3+2.3 926+ 16
2002 87.3+£26 94.1+14 716 +£4.8 89.0+2.4 90.7 £ 1.7
2003 89.2+2.2 952+ 1.2 744 £4.4 91.0 £ 2.1 92117
2004 91317 959+0.9 78.8 +3.8 923+ 1.8 93.6+13
2005 89.3+£2.0 952+ 1.1 723+43 91.6+1.8 92.2+15
2006 89.8+20 953+ 1.1 73.8+3.9 91.4+1.8 924 +15
2007 89.8 £ 1.7 95.3+0.9 745+3.8 915+ 1.6 925+13
Table D9 Percentage of year 7 students achieving the numeracy benchmarks, by gender and sub-group, Australia,
2001-07
Males Females Indigenous students LBOTE students All students
2001 81.7+1.0 819+ 1.1 486+ 2.8 778+ 1.4 82.0+0.9
2002 83.3+09 83.8+1.0 51.9+3.0 79.2+1.2 83.5+£0.9
2003 81.0+0.9 81.6+0.9 493129 76.6 £ 1.2 813+0.8
2004 81.9+09 823+09 51.9+28 77.9+13 82.1+0.8
2005 81.6+0.9 82.0+1.0 488 +2.9 788+ 13 81.8+0.9
2006 79.7 £ 1.1 79.7+£13 475+2.9 763+ 15 79.7 £ 1.1
2007 80.0+0.9 80.6 + 1.0 46.0 2.7 78.0+1.2 80.2+0.9
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Figure D7 Percentage of year 7 students achieving
the reading benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 2001-07
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Figure D8 Percentage of year 7 students achieving
the writing benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 2001-07
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Figure D9 Percentage of year 7 students achieving
the numeracy benchmarks, by gender and
sub-group, Australia, 2001-07
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Explanatory notes

New South Wales

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Years at School Calculation
Method

Definition, Identification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

Victoria

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Years at School Calculation
Method

Definition, Identification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

All students enrolled in years 3, 5 and 7 should participate in testing. However, parents do have the
right to withdraw their children from testing. This is classified as a parent withdrawal and not as

an exemption. It is expected that students with learning difficulties and those with mild intellectual
disabilities will undertake testing, including those students in specific purpose schools. For a very few
students though, testing will not be appropriate. The principal may exempt students from testing,
but only in consultation with the parents or caregivers. In these cases the principal must ensure that
an exemption has been agreed to by the parents or caregivers. Consideration for exemption can be
given to: some students newly arrived in Australia (up to 12 months) from non-English speaking
backgrounds; students with moderate or severe disabilities; other students who have a current
disability confirmation sheet who cannot be accommodated through special provisions; students
with a medical condition that would affect wellbeing and test performance; and (for years 3 and 5)
students attending Stewart House on the test day.

Average age at time of testing was determined from New South Wales Department of Education July
census student age data for government school years 3, 5 and 7 students.

Most year 3 and 5 students in New South Wales schools have completed 3-5 full years of schooling
prior to the tests being held at the beginning of August. Years at school were thus taken to be 3
years, 7 months for year 3 students and 5 years, 7 months for year 5 students. Similarly, for year 7
students, literacy tests were held at the beginning of March and numeracy tests early May. Years at
school for year 7 students were thus taken to be 7 years, 2 months for reading and writing and 7
years, 4 months for numeracy.

Indigenous students are those who answered ‘Yes' to the question: ‘Are you an Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander person?".

LBOTE students are those who answered 'Yes' to the question: ‘Does anyone speak a language other
than English in your home?".

The principal may grant an exemption to students with disabilities and impairments and to students
who have been learning English in Australia for less than one year, and in other exceptional
circumstances. The decision is made at the school level. The principal should consult specialist staff
and ensure that parents sign a document agreeing to the exemption.

Students provide date of birth on test task books. Average age is calculated at August of each
testing year by using the month and year of birth and averaging the age of all students who
participated in the test.

Students commence schooling in the Preparatory year and the year of schooling is calculated as
the 3, 5 or 7 years from Prep to the beginning of year 3, 5 or 7, and 7 months to the beginning of
August to when testing takes place.

Schools were asked to answer the following question: ‘Is this student Aboriginal or a Torres Strait
Islander?” on the front page of each student's test booklet. Students are identified as Indigenous on
enrolment forms at the commencement of school.

Schools were asked to answer the following question: ‘Does this student have a language
background other than English? on the front page of each student’s test booklet. The generally
accepted definition of a LBOTE student is one where the student or either parent was born in a non-
English-speaking country or has a home language other than English.

National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007  Page 41



Queensland

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Years at School Calculation
Method

Definition, Identification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

South Australia

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Years at School Calculation
Method

Definition, ldentification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

Western Australia

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Page 42

The following students may be exempted: students for whom English is not their first language
and who are assessed by an English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher and classroom teacher
as achieving at or below Reading Level 4 and Writing Level 4 using the National Languages and
Literacy Institute of Australia (NLLIA) ESL Bandscales and the bandscales for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander learners; students who have Auslan as their first language; those with intellectual
impairment who have been identified as having educational needs at Levels 5 or 6 through the
systemic ascertainment process; or exceptional cases, where taking the tests will cause trauma.

The average age of students was calculated from the date of birth written on the test booklet by the
student. Teachers were required to check the accuracy of the students’ responses.

Compulsory schooling commences at year 1. Students sat the test in late August. Year 3 students
who sat the test would typically have been at school for 2 years and 8 months. Year 5 students
typically have been at school for 4 years and 8 months. Year 7 students who sat the test would
typically have been at school for 6 years and 8 months.

Indigenous students were those who answered ‘Yes' to either or both of the questions: ‘Are you an
Aboriginal person?” or ‘Are you a Torres Strait Islander person?’. Teachers were required to check the
accuracy of the students’ responses.

LBOTE students are those who answer 'Yes' to the question: ‘At home, do either of your parents/
care-givers speak a language other than English MOST of the time?" and who are not classified as
Indigenous. Students self-identify and teachers are required to check the accuracy of the students’
responses.

A student may be exempted from the testing program by the school principal in consultation with
the parent/care-giver. Reasons for exemptions include: students from a non-English-speaking
background who have been enrolled in an English-speaking school for less than 12 months;
students with high support needs who would not be able to read the test.

The average age of students at the time of testing is estimated from student enrolment information
which schools collect.

A student may begin school once they turn 5 years of age. Most students will spend between 10 and
13 terms in junior primary school classes (ie Reception, and years 1 and 2).

Indigenous students were identified through enrolment information provided to schools by parents/
guardians.

LBOTE students were identified through enrolment information regarding the main language spoken
in their home, which was provided to schools by parents/guardians. Students were identified as
LBOTE if there was a language other than English being spoken in their home.

Exemptions may be granted by the principal with the signed agreement of parent/care-givers on the
following grounds: temporary or permanent disability or impairment; enrolment in specified intensive
language centres; ESL students in mainstream classes who have been in Australia for one year or
less.

Average age was calculated at the week of testing using students’ dates of birth provided in
enrolment data on School Information Systems. Owing to recent changes in the enrolment age of
students in Western Australia, some average ages in this report are different from those of previous
reports.
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Years at School Calculation
Method

Definition, ldentification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

Tasmania

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Years at School Calculation
Method

Definition, Identification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

Northern Territory

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Years at School Calculation
Method

The figure given is an estimate based on the assumptions of: (a) continuous attendance of students
in all years of schooling; (b) an equal number of students skipping a year of studies and repeating
a year of studies; and (c) that for the years 3 and 5 cohorts the pre-primary year was full-time but
not compulsory. However, most students attended and the pre-primary year is therefore included

in the calculation; and (d) that for the year 7 cohort the pre-primary year was neither full-time nor
compulsory and is therefore not included in the calculation.

Indigenous students were identified through enrolment data on School Information Systems.

Students from a language background other than English were identified through enrolment data on
School Information Systems.

Government school students were exempted on the following grounds: students on the
Department's intellectual disabilities register; ESL students who were identified by the Principal
Education Officer (ESL) as being unable to complete the test owing to the students” inability to
comprehend English; and vision and hearing impaired students identified as being unable to
complete the test. Students in Catholic and independent schools were exempted at their principal’s
discretion, under strict guidelines established by each sector.

Average age was calculated at the week of testing using students’ dates of birth available from
enrolment data.

In Tasmania, most students enrol in Kindergarten. Compulsory schooling begins in Prep, followed

by years 1, 2, 3 etc. Testing is conducted in early August. Thus, the average number of years of
compulsory schooling at the time of testing was approximately 3 years, 7 months (year 3), 5 years, 7
months (year 5) and 7 years, 7 months (year 7).

Indigenous students were identified through enrolment information provided to schools by parents/
guardians, as defined by the MCEETYA Data Implementation Manual.

LBOTE students were identified through enrolment information provided to schools by parents/
guardians, as defined by the MCEETYA Data Implementation Manual, based on data about specific
languages.

All students in years 3, 5 and 7 are expected to participate (aged 8, 10 and 12 in remote Indigenous
Community Schools). A student may be exempted from testing if they have high support needs
(identified intellectual and/or physical disability), a medically diagnosed communication disorder
that would preclude them from completing the test, or they have a language background other
than English AND have been in Australia for less than 12 months. Applications for exemptions are
submitted by principals, in consultation with parents/caregivers, to the Manager Assessment and
Reporting.

The average age of students is calculated from the date of birth in the enrolment information
provided by schools through their Student Administration and Management Systems (or equivalent
for Catholic and independent schools). Age calculations are based on the 1st of July, as per the
National Schools Statistics Collection guidelines.

Schooling begins at age 5 in Transition classes. The typical time in school for year 3 students

was calculated as follows: 2 years, 8 months (years 1, 2 and 3 to time of testing) plus 7 months
(Transition) equals 3 years, 3 months. For year 5 students, the calculation was as follows: 4 years, 8
months (years 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 at time of testing) plus 7 months (Transition), equals 5 years and 3
months. For year 7 students, the calculation was as follows: 6 years, 8 months (years 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6
and 7 at time of testing) plus 7 months (Transition) equals 7 years and 3 months.
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Definition, Identification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

Indigenous students are identified from enrolment records held in schools” Student Administration
and Management Systems (or equivalent for Catholic and independent schools) and captured using
the ABS standard Indigenous Status question.

LBOTE students in government schools were identified through enrolment data in schools’ Student
Administration and Management Systems and collected through enrolment forms in response to
the questions: ‘Is the student’s main language spoken at home English?’ ‘Does the student speak a
language other than English at home?" Catholic and independent schools used a similar process. In
the Northern Territory, a high percentage of LBOTE students are also identified as Indigenous.

Australian Capital Territory

Exemption from Testing Policy

Average Age Calculation Method

Years at School Calculation
Method

Definition, ldentification of
Indigenous Students

Definition, Identification of LBOTE
Students

All students enrolled in years 3, 5 and 7 are expected to participate in testing. A student may be
exempted from testing if the student enrolled in an Australian school from overseas less than one
year before the test, with a language background other than English, or the student met the ACT
Student Disability Criteria for an intellectual disability.

From date of birth until August 1 in the year of testing.

The years and months beginning February 1 in the Kindergarten year through to August 1, in year 3,
5or7.

Indigenous students are identified at the time of enrolment by the parents/care-givers.

Data represents funded ESL students rather than the broader LBOTE category.

Reporting of student socioeconomic background information

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background information (sex, Indigenous
status, socioeconomic background, and language background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for
all schools to ensure greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006. Further information is available in
the Data Implementation Manual for Enrolments for the 2008 School Year, available online at: http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_
resources/2008_Data_Implementation_Manual.pdf
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